INTERSTATE 5 CORRIDPOR PROJECT .

| 1-710 TO 1-605 111 2 _ - ﬁE' I. ) S\, {

WION SR = - S —

State of California
Business, Transportation and Housing Agency
Department of Transportation
District 7

I-5 Corridor Improvement Project
(1-605 to 1-710)

Los Angeles County, California
District 07 -07-LA-005
PM 6.4/14.9

Scoping Summary Report
“Scoping is an early and open process for identifying important issues related to
the proposed action” — U.S Council on Environmental Quality

May 2008



Table of Contents

COVE SO . .. e e e e e e e e e
L1 0] (23]l O00] 0111 81 KT

Chapter 1 IntrodUCHiON.......c.vvr it e e e e e e e e e L
Chapter 2  Notice of Preparation and Notice of Intent..................coooviienee. 2
Chapter 3  Notice of Scoping /Initiation of Study Letters..............................3
Chapter 4  Cooperating and Participating Agency Letter............ccooeiiviiniins 5
Chapter 5  SCOPING MEETING... ... ittt et e et ee e eans 15

List of Attachments

Attachment A
Attachment B
Attachment C
Attachment D
Attachment E
Attachment F

Attachment G

Attachment H
Attachment |

Attachment J
Attachment K
Attachment L
Attachment M
Attachment N
Attachment O

Attachment P

Notice of Preparation

Master Scoping Distribution Lists
Correspondence with the State Clearinghouse
Responses to Notice of Preparation

Notice of Intent

Notice of Scoping/Initiation of Studies Letter for Elected

Officials

Notice of Scoping/Initiation of Studies Letters for
Agencies and Responses

Federal and State Participating Agency Letter
Federal and State Participating Agency Letter
Responses

Scoping Meeting Newspaper Notice

Scoping Meeting Sign-in Sheets

Scoping Meeting Handout

Public Meeting Officer Script

Comments Cards Received at the Scoping Meeting
Letters and Comment Card Received Post Scoping
Meeting

Digital Recording of Scoping Meeting






I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to 1-710) Scoping Summary Report

Chapter 1 Introduction

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) propose to initiate studies to construct freeway improvements
to Interstate 5 (I-5) from Interstate 605 (I-605) through the I-5/Interstate 710 (I-710)
interchange in Los Angeles County. The proposed project consists of widening the I-5
to accommodate additional lanes in both directions. Depending on the alternative
selected, the project may also include modifications to the [|-605 and [-710
interchanges. The proposed construction will improve both traffic circulation of the
mainline and access to the freeway from surrounding cities.

As of July 1, 2007, California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has assumed
Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) authority and responsibility for the
compliance with  NEPA and other environmental laws. The Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between the Federal Highway Administration and Caltrans
concerning the State of California’s Participation in the Surface Transportation Project
Delivery Pilot Program allows Caltrans to serve as the Federal lead agency on this
project.

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) both allow for and encourage public participation during the
environmental evaluation phase of any transit project. Therefore, scoping meetings
were held for the [-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to 1-710) followed the
established federal and state standards. This Scoping Summary Report documents
those public information and participation activities.
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I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to 1-710) Scoping Summary Report
Chapter 2 Notice of Preparation and Notice of Intent

Notice of Preparation

Prior to engaging the public, Caltrans submitted a Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the
project under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) to the State
Clearinghouse (See Attachment A). During this time, the NOP was also distributed to
the project master database including federal, tribal, state, regional, county, and local
agencies; elected officials; special districts, and interested stakeholders and was
available to the general public notifying them of the project studies being prepared
along with the scoping meeting location, date, time and where to send comments. The
master distribution lists for distribution of all the project scoping materials, are provided
in Attachment B. Table 2.1 lists the elected offices who received the NOP.

Table 2.1 NOP Distribution to Elected Offices

Elected Officials Address
Assemblymember Bob Huff, 60" District 23355 E. Golden Springs Drive
Diamond Bar, CA 91765
Assemblymember Tony Mendoza, 56" District 12501 E. Imperial Hyw, Suite 210
Norwalk, CA 90706
Assemblymember Hector De La Torre, 50™ District | 8724 Garfield Avenue Suite 104
South Gate, CA 90208
Congressmember, Lucille Roybal-Allard, 34" | 255 Temple Street, Suite 1820
District Los Angeles, CA 90012
Congressmember, Linda Sanchez, 39" District 305 N. Harbor Boulevard #300
11627 East Telegraph Road, #100
Congressmember, Grace Napolitano, 38th District | Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670
Mayor Ed Vazquez 1600 W. Beverly Boulevard
City of Montebello Montebello, CA 90640
Mayor Jesse M. Luera 12700 Norwalk Boulevard
City of Norwalk Norwalk, CA 90650
Mayor Meredith H. Perkins 11111 Brookshire Avenue
City of Downey Downey, CA 90241
Mayor Robert C. Fierro 2535 Commerce Way
City of Commerce Commerce, CA 90040
Mayor Luis M. Gonzalez 11710 E. Telegraph Road
City of Santa Fe Springs Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa 200 N. Spring Street, RM 303
City of Los Angeles Los Angeles, CA 90012
16401 Paramount Boulevard
Senator Alan Lowenthal, 27" District Paramount, CA 90807
400 North Montebello Boulevard, Suite 100
Senator Ron S. Calderon, 30th District Montebello, CA 90640
500 W. Temple Street, RM 822
County Supervisor Don Knabe, 4th District Los Angeles, CA 90012
500 W. Temple Street, RM 822
County Supervisor Gloria Molina, 1st District Los Angeles, CA 90012

The State Clearinghouse (SCH) distributed the NOP on February 11, 2008,
encouraging recipients to submit comments in a timely manner; a copy of the SCH
letter is provided in Attachment C.
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I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to 1-710) Scoping Summary Report

Written comments received in response to the NOP are summarized in Table 2.2.
Copies of these written comments are provided in Attachment D.

Table 2.2 Written Comments
NOP Written Responses

Agency/Interested Party | Comment

Responses from State Agencies

Native American Heritage Outlines the process to adequately
Commission assess the project-related impacts as

well as the preservation of California’s
Native American cultural resources.
Also attached the Native American

contact list.
California Public Utilities Commission | CPUC requires commission approval for
(CPUC) the construction or alteration of

crossings and grants the Commission
exclusive power on the design,
alteration, and closure of crossings. The
Engineering Section (RCES)
acknowledged the receipt of the NOP,
detailed types of modifications to
crossings and the process to request for
authorization. RCES recommended
Caltrans organize a meeting to discuss
safety issues and requirements of a
G088 —B.

Notice of Intent

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) arranged for the publication of the Notice
of Intent (NOI) for the project on February 21, 2008 under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). A copy of the NOI is provided in Attachment E.
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I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to 1-710) Scoping Summary Report

Chapter 3 Notice of Scopingd/Initiation of Studies Letters

On February 6, 2008, Caltrans distributed a Notice of Scoping/Initiation of Studies to
advise recipients of the commencement of studies for constructing freeway
improvements on |-5 from 1-605 to the 1-710 interchange in Los Angeles County. The
letter also stated Caltrans intentions to prepare an Environmental Impact
Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) to evaluate the anticipated
environmental effects and recommend measures to mitigate those effects pursuant to
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

In an effort to encourage recipient participation, detailed information regarding project
scoping meetings was included, as well as contact information for the submission of
comments concerning possible alternatives or potential social, economic and
environmental impacts as they pertain to the proposed project.

The Notice of Scoping/Initiation of Studies letter was sent to elected and city officials,
Federal, State, Regional, County and Local Agencies and are provided in Attachment F
and G. In addition to the two categories aforementioned, the letter was also mailed

to the master scoping distribution lists in Attachment B.

In summary, seven agency letters were received in response to the Notice of
Scoping/Initiation of Studies Letters, two of which felt the proposed project had no
affect or impact on their facilities and services. The other letters provided
recommendations as to dealing with abandoned wells and air quality impacts and
measurements.

Agencyl/interstate Party | Comment

Responses from Federal Agencies

Tom Plenys Recommendations regarding project
Environmental Review Office scope and the possibility of additional
United States Environmental Protection improvements outside of the scope of the
Agency project; Alternatives Analysis process

recommendations; DEIS should provide
detailed discussion and measurements of
Ambient Air, Mobile Source Air Toxins.
Also included recommendations for a
Construction Emissions Mitigation Plan.
The EPA also commented on its concerns
regarding the following topics:
Transportation Conformity, Greenhouse
Gas Emission, Environmental Justice,
Cumulative Impact Analysis and Water
and Wetlands Resources.
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I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to 1-710)

Scoping Summary Report

Agencyl/interstate Party

| Comment

Responses from Elected Officials and State Agencies

Paul Frost

Associated Oil & Gas Engineer

State of California, Resources Agency,
Department of Conservation

Recommendations on the dealing with
abandoned wells within or in close
proximity to project area.

Responses from Regional, County, and Local Agencies

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
South Coast Air Quality Management
District

Recommendations to the analysis of
potential air quality impacts from the
proposed project to be included in EIR.
Recommendations on mitigation measures
should the project generates significant
adverse effects. Offered SCQMD data
sources for project use.

Terri Maguire
Chief Deputy County Librarian
County of Los Angeles Public Library

Project will not impact library services.

Clement Lau, AICP

Park Planner

County of Los Angeles Department of
Parks and Recreation

Proposed project will not affect facilities
under the jurisdiction of Department.

Shari Afshari

Assistant Deputy Director

City of Los Angeles Department of Public
Works

Recommendations to address the impacts
and incorporate recommendations
presented in the Alternative Analysis for the
Interstate 5 and Interstate 710 Interchange.

Delaine W. Shane
Manager, Environmental Planning Team
Metropolitan Water District

|dentified three facilities in close proximity
to the project; the Middle Feeder, the Lower
Feeder and the South Coast Feeder.
Recommended for any plans regarding
future excavation or activity that may occur
due to the proposed project must be
submitted for review and written approval.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Metropolitan Water District (MWD)
response letters to the Notice of Studies Letters also included their acceptance as
Participating Agencies. The EPA and MWD letters are provided in Attachments |I.
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I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to 1-710) Scoping Summary Report

Chapter 4 Cooperating and Participating Agency Letters

As part of the NEPA requirements, Caltrans transmitted a letter to federal agencies
where it briefly defined the project goals and asked federal agencies to become a
Cooperating/ Participating agency on the proposed project.

In addition, Caltrans also complied with Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable,
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) which
requires that Federal and non-Federal agencies that may have an interest in the
project be asked to be Participating Agencies in the environmental review process for
the project.

Participating Agencies have the following obligations:

e To provide meaningful and early input on defining the project purpose and need,
determining the range of alternatives to be considered, and the methodologies
and level of detail required in the alternatives analysis.

e To participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews as appropriate.

e To provide timely review and comment on the pre-Draft and pre-Final EISs to
reflect the views and concerns of the participating agency on the adequacy of
the document, alternatives considered, and the anticipated project impacts and
mitigation.

Agencies in receipt of the letter were asked to correspond to Caltrans with acceptance
or the decline to become a Participating Agency. A copy of the Invitation to Become
Participating Agency Letter is provided in Attachment H. Table 4.1 lists of the 112
agencies that Caltrans mailed Participating Agency letters (19 federal agencies, 12
State and 81 regional, county and local agencies). Four federal agencies responded to
the invitation; three of which declined the opportunity.
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Scoping Summary Report

Table 4.1: Agencies Invited to become Participating Agencies

FEDERAL AGENCIES

Environmental Clearance Officer

Dept. Of Housing and Urban Development
600 Harrison St.

San Francisco, CA 94102

Department of Health and Human Services,
Office of Environmental Affairs

Ms. Sandra Shewry, Director

200 Independence Avenue, SW, Room
537F

Washington, DC 20201

Department of the Interior, Office of
Environmental Affairs

Mr. Willie R. Taylor, Director

1849 C 1849 C Street, NW, Main Interior
Building, MS 2340

Washington, DC 20590

U.S. Department of Energy, Office of
Environmental Comliance

Mr. Raymond L. Orbach, Director

1000 Independence Avenue, SW, Room
4G-064

Washington, DC 20585

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), Office of Federal Activities (A-104)
401 M Street, SW

Washington, DC 20460

U.S. Federal Railroad Administration, Office
of Policy and Plans

400 7th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20590

Center for Disease Control
1600 Clifton Road, MS F-29
Atlanta, GA 30333

Environmental Protection Agency
Ms. Felicia Marcus

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9
Ms. Felicia Marcus, EIS Coordinator

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105-3901

Federal Transit Administration
Mr. Hymie Lunden

201 Mission Street, Suite 2210
San Francisco, CA 94105

FHWA

Mr. Jeff Kolb, Transportation Engineer
980 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100
Sacramento, CA 95814

FHWA

Mr. Glenn Clinton

980 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100
Sacramento, CA 95814-2724

FHWA

Ms. Maryann Rondinello

980 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100
Sacramento, CA 95814-2724

FHWA

Ms. Stephanie Stoermer, Environmental
Specialist

980 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100
Sacramento, CA 95814

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Ms. Ruth Villa Lobos

915 Wilshire Blvd. #980

Los Angeles, CA 90017

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Col. Alex C. Dornstauder, District
Commander

915 Wilshire Blvd. #980

Los Angeles, CA 90017

U.S. Department of Transportation-FHWA
Mr. Steve Healow, Transportation Engineer,
CA Division

650 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100

Sacramento, CA 95814-4708

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Mr. Wayne Nastri

Region 9 Administrator

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Mr. Steve Thomson

6010 Hidden Valley Rd.
Carlsbad, CA 92008
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I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to 1-710)

Scoping Summary Report

STATE AGENCIES

Air Quality Management District
Mr. William A. Burke

Chairman

21866 E. Copley Drive
Diamond Bar, CA 91765

California Air Resources Board
Mr. James Boyd

9528 Telstar Ave.

El Monte, CA 91734

California Air Resources Board
Mr. Don Drachane

Chief

9528 Telstar Ave.

El Monte, CA 91734

California Dept. of Transportation
Mr. David Cohen

Associate Environmental Planner
P.O. Box 942873

Sacramento, CA 942730001

California Division of State Architect
Mr. Jack Bruce

Regional Manager

311 S. Spring St., #1301

Los Angeles, CA 90013

California Environmental Protection Agency
Mr. Rod Collins

Environmental Scientist

320 W. 4th Street, #200

Los Angeles, CA 90013

California Fish & Game

Mr. Naeem Siddiqui
Environmental Specialist
4665 Lampson Ave. Suite C
Los Alamitos, CA 90720

California Highway Patrol
Sergeant John Lessentine
10051 Orr & Day Road
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

California Highway Patrol
Captain R. L. Criner

10051 Orr and Day Road
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

California Highway Patrol

E.W. Gomez

Chief

411 N. Central Avenue, Suite 410
Glendale, CA 91203-2020

California Public Utilities Commission
Los Angeles Representative

320 W. 4th Street, Suite 500

Los Angeles, CA 90013

California State Lands Commission
Mr. Paul Thayer

Executive Officer

100 Howe Ave., #100 South
Sacramento, CA 95825-8202
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I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to 1-710)

Scoping Summary Report

REGIONAL/COUNTY/LOCAL
AGENCIES

City of Santa Fe Springs, Community
Services Dept.

Ms. Ana Alvarez, Director

11710 E. Telegraph Road

Santa Fe SpringsCA90670

Southern California Edison, Corporate Real
Estate

Mr. Nolan Lam

14799 Chestnut Street

Westminster, CA 91683

Office of Historic Preservation, Dept. of
Parks and Rec.

Mr. Hans Kreutzberg

P.O. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 95296-0001

Los Angeles County Dept. of Public Works,
Flood Maintenance

Mr. Fred Rupin

P.O. Box 1460

Alhambra, CA 91802-1460

City of Santa Fe Springs, Planning and
Development Dept.

Mr. Robert Orpin

Director

11710 E. Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

City of Downey, Planning Department
Mr. John Godlewski

Planning Director

11111 Brookshire Avenue

Downey, CA 90241-7016

City of Santa Fe Springs, Police Services
Dept.

Mr. Fernando Tarin

Director

11576 Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-9928

City of Santa Fe Springs, Public Works
Mr. Don Jensen

Public Works Director/ TAC Member
11710 E. Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

City of Santa Fe Springs, Public Works
Mr. Thomas R. Lopez

Assistant Director

11710 E. Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

City of Santa Fe Springs, Public Works
Mr. Tom Lopez

Assistant Director

11710 E. Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

City of Downey, Public Works Dept.
Mr. Desi Alvarez

Director/ TAC Member

11111 Brookshire Avenue

Downey, CA 90241

City of Norwalk, Redevelopment Department
Mr. Tom Lynch

Executive Director

12700 Norwalk Blvd.

Norwalk, CA 90650

City of Commerce

Mr. Robert Zarrilli
Public Services Director
2525 Commerce Way
Commerce, CA 90040

City of Commerce

Ms. Linda K. Olivieri
Interim City Manager
2535 Commerce Way
Commerce, CA 90040

City of Commerce

Mr. Robert Sepulveda
JPA Member

2535 Commerce Way
Commerce, CA 90040

City of Commerce, Public Library -
Greenwood Branch

Ms. Martha Urrea

6139 Greenwood Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90040

Arellano Associates
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Scoping Summary Report

REGIONAL/COUNTY/LOCAL
AGENCIES

City of Commerce, Public Library - Atlantic
Branch

Ms. Olivia Audoma

Branch Supervisor

2269 South Atlantic Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90040

City of Commerce

Mr. Victor San Lucas

City Engineer/ TAC Member
2535 Commerce Way
Commerce, CA 90040

City of Downey, Traffic Committee
Mrs. Doris McArthur

Member

9377 Farm Street

Downey, CA 90241-2953

City of Downey, Traffic Committee
Mr. James Pryor

Member

7815 Luxor Street

Downey, CA 90241-4677

City of Downey, Traffic Committee
Mr. William Sanchez

Member

11523 Adco Avenue, #18
Downey, CA 90241

City of Downey, Traffic Committee
Member

8734 Prichard St.

Downey, CA 90242

City of Downey

Mr. Gerald Caton

City Manager

11111 Brookshire Avenue
Downey, CA 90241

City of Downey, Planning Commission
Mr. Jeff McCaughan

Commissioner

10342 Wiley Burke Avenue

Downey, CA 90241

City of Downey, Planning Commission
Mr. Jerry Lambros

Commissioner

9905 Pangborn Avenue

Downey, CA 90240

City of Downey, Traffic Committee
Mr. Dennis Pagenkopp

Chair

9925 Parrot Avenue

Downey, CA 90240-3821

City of Downey, Planning Commission
Mr. Michael Murray

Commissioner

12236 Eastbrook Avenue

Downey, CA 90242

City of Downey, Planning Commission
Mr. Roger Brossmer

Commissioner

12744 Parrot Avenue

Downey, CA 90242

City of Downey, Planning Commission
Mr. Stephen Allen

Commissioner

7539 Quill Drive

Downey, CA 90241

City of Norwalk, Planning Commission
Ms. Kim Apodaca

Chairman

12700 Norwalk Blvd.

Norwalk, CA 90651-1030
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REGIONAL/COUNTY/LOCAL
AGENCIES

City of Santa Fe Springs, Planning
Commission

Mr. Jane McEntee

Commissioner

11710 E. Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-3679

City of Santa Fe Springs, Planning
Commission

Mr. Lillian Puentes

Chairperson

11710 E. Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-3679

City of Santa Fe Springs

Mr. Fred Latham

City Manager

11710 E. Telegraph Road
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

City of Santa Fe Springs, Planning
Commission

Mr. Bill Rounds, Commissioner
11710 E. Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-3679

City of Santa Fe Springs, Traffic
Commission

Mr. Daniel Canchola
Chairperson

11710 Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

City of Santa Fe Springs, Chamber
Commission

Mr. Kathy Fink

Executive Director

12016 E. Telegraph Road, Suite 100
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

City of Santa Fe Springs, Planning
Commission

Ms. Laurie Rios

Commissioner

11710 E. Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-3679

City of Santa Fe Springs, Traffic Commission
Ms. Arcelia Valenzuela

Commissioner

11710 Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

City of Santa Fe Springs, Planning
Commission

Mr. Michael Madrigal
Commissioner

11710 E. Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-3679

City of Santa Fe Springs, Traffic Commission
Mr. Gus Velasco, Jr.

Commissioner

11710 Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

City of Santa Fe Springs, Traffic
Commission

Ms. Kim Zollman

Commissioner

11710 Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

City of Santa Fe Springs, Traffic Commission
Ms. Sarah Garcia

Commissioner

11710 Telegraph Road

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

Coalition for Clean Air

Mr. Kevin Finney

Climate Change Program Director
10780 W. Santa Monica Blvd., #210
Los Angeles, CA 90025

Coalition for Clean Air

Mr. Tim Carmichael

Executive Director

10780 W. Santa Monica Blvd., #210
Los Angeles, CA 90025
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REGIONAL/COUNTY/LOCAL
AGENCIES

County of Los Angeles Department of
Children and Family Services

Mr. Philip Browning

Director

5770 S. Eastern Avenue

Commerce, CA 90040

County of Los Angeles Department of Health
Services

Dr. Thomas Garthwaite

M.D. Director and Chief Medical Officer

313 N. Figueroa Street, Rm. 912

Los Angeles, CA 90012

County of Los Angeles

Mr. David Janssen

Chief Administrative Officer
500 W. Temple Street, Rm. 713
Los Angeles, CA 90012

County of Los Angeles

Ms. Lari Sheehan

Chief Deputy for Unincorporated Areas
Services

500 W. Temple St., Room 727

Los Angeles, CA 90012

County of Los Angeles

Mr. Alex Garcia

Department of Regional Planning
320 W. Temple Street, Rm. 1360
Los Angeles, CA 90012

County of Los Angeles Arts Commission
Ms. Laura Zucker

Program Director

500 W. Temple Street, Rm. 374

Los Angeles, CA 90012

County of Los Angeles Department of Parks
and Recreation

Mr. Timothy Gallagher, Director

433 S. Vernon Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90020

County of Los Angeles Department of Parks
and Recreation

Pat Sobrepena

433 S. Vernon Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90020

County of Los Angeles Department of Public
Works

Mr. Jim Noyes, Director

900 S. Fremont Avenue

Alhambra, CA 91803

Downey Chamber of Commerce
Ms. Sue Nordin

Executive Director

11131 Brookshire

Downey, CA 90241

County of Los Angeles Department of
Regional Planning

Mr. James Hartl, Director

320 W. Temple Street, Rm. 1390

Los Angeles CA, 90012

Downey City Library
11121 Brookshire Avenue
Downey, CA 90241-7015

County of Los Angeles Flood Control District
500 W. Temple Street, #754
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Downey Police Department
Mr. Roy C. Campos

Chief of Police

10911 Brookshire Avenue
Downey, CA 90241

County of Los Angeles Public Library
Ms. Margaret Donnellan-Todd
County Librarian

7400 E. Imperial Highway

Downey, CA 90241

Gateway Cities Council of Governments
Mrs. Elba Guerrero

President, Board of Directors

16401 Paramount Blvd.

Paramount, CA 90723
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REGIONAL/COUNTY/LOCAL
AGENCIES

Los Angeles County Community
Development Commission (LACDC)
Ms. Teresa Wesson, Analyst

2 Coral Circle

Monterey Park, CA 91755

Los Angeles County Community Development
Commission (LACDC)

Mr. Carlos Jackson, Executive Director

2 Coral Circle

Monterey Park, CA 91755

Los Angeles County Community
Development Commission (LACDC)
Mr. Michael Popwill, Consultant

2 Coral Circle

Monterey Park, CA 91755

Los Angeles County Department Public Works
Mr. Mike Long, Supervisor

160 E. Longden Ave.

Irwindale, CA 91706

Los Angeles County Fire Department
Fire Chief P. Michael Freeman

1320 N. Eastern Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90063

Native American Heritage Commission
Mr. Larry Meyers

Executive Secretary

915 Capitol Mall, Room 288
Sacramento, CA 95814

Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority

Mr. Jimmy Chen

Southeast Area Team Member
Los Angeles, CA 90053-0194

Norwalk Chamber of Commerce
Ms. Vivian Hansen

Executive Director

12040 Foster Road

Norwalk, CA 90650

Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority

Mr. Warren Whiteaker

Planning Manager

1 Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Public Utilities Commission
Mr. Steve Larson
Executive Director

505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority
Mr. Ray Maekawa

Transportation Manager, Southeast Area

P.O. Box 194
Los Angeles, CA 90053-0194

Redevelopment Agency
11710 Telegraph Road
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transporttion Authority

Mr. Ken Cude

Project Manager

1 Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, CA 90012-2952

Santa Fe Springs City Library
Ms. Monica Penninger
Director of Library Services
11700 Telegraph Road
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670
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REGIONAL/COUNTY/LOCAL

AGENCIES

South Coast Air Quality Management

District South Coast Air Quality Management District
Mr. Oscar Abarca Mr. Steve Smith

Executive Officer 21865 E. Copley Drive

21865 E. Copley Drive Diamond Bar,CA 91765

Diamond Bar, CA 91765

Southern California Transportation and Land

Southeast Recreation & Park District Use Coalition
13000 Clarkdale Avenue Ms. Katherine PerezExecutive Director
Norwalk, CA 90650 623 N. Azusa Avenue
Azusa, CA 917022910
Southern California Transit Advocates Savanna School District
Mr. Dana Gabbard Dr. Sue Johnson
Executive Secretary Superintendent
3010 Wilshire Blvd.#362 1330 Knott Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90010 Anaheim, CA 92804
Metropolitan Water District of Southern Los Angeles County Supervisor’s Office, 1%
California District
Mr. Peter Carpenter Ms. Nicole Englund
Manager, Asset Management Sr. Transportation and Planning Deputy
700 N. Alameda Street 856 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
Los Angeles, CA 90012 500 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Table 4.2 summarizes the agencies that replied to the invitation to become a
Participating Agency. The letters are provided in Attachments I.

AGENCY NAMES COMMENT

Mr. Tom Plenys, Environmental

Review Office EPA accepts invitation to become

Environmental Protection Agency, Participating Agency

Region 6

James F. Devine, Sr. Advisor for . o

Science and Applications Declines the invitation to become a
United States Department of the Participating Agency

Interior

U.S. Geology Survey

Carol Borgstrom, Director Declines the invitation to become a
Department of Energy Participating Agency

Office of NEPA Policy and

Compliance

Jonathan Snyder Declines the invitation to become a
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Participating Agency

Lari Sheehan, Deputy Chief

Executive Officer County of Los Angeles accepts the
County of Los Angeles invitation to become a Participating Agency

Chief Executive Office
Community and Municipal Services

UPRR
Freddy C. Chung, Senior Manager
Industry & Public Projects

UPRR accepts the invitation to become a
Participating Agency

Delaine W. Shane, Manager,
Environmental Planning Team
Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California

MWD would like to participate as a
Responsible Agency
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Chapter 5 Scoping Meeting

Caltrans hosted two public scoping meetings for the proposed project at City of
Commerce, Council Chambers, 2535 Commerce Way, Commerce, on February 27,
2008.

Publicity

To further expand the reach of the scoping meeting notice, an advertisement was
placed in the newspapers covering the potentially affected areas (Appendix J). Each
publication’s print schedule dictated when each advertisement was published;
however, the advertisements ran the week of February 11" and then again on
February 21, 2008,. Caltrans staff was responsible for the placement of the
advertisements in the following newspapers:

e Press Telegram

e San Gabriel Valley Tribune

e Mundo LA

e Commerce Comet

The advertisement was created in a clear, easy-to-read format. The advertisement
featured the tag line: “Environmental Scoping Notice Seeking Public Comment on
Plans for Constructing Improvements on Interstate 5 between Interstate 605 and
Interstate 710.” The advertisement provided a brief synopsis of the project and
encouraged attendance at the meeting. The advertisement also encouraged the public
to submit written comments.

Scoping Meetings

Two scoping meetings were held on February 27, 2008 at the City of Commerce
Council Chamber.

e The first meeting was held for agencies and elected officials from 2:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m.

e A second scoping meeting was held for the general public from 6:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m.

A total of 47 participants signed in for both meetings; 15 attendees at the agency
meeting and 32 at the evening meeting as verified by the sign in sheets, (Attachment
K). Upon arrival, members of the public and agency representatives received two
meeting handouts:

e Meeting Agenda (Attachment L)
e Question-Comment Card (Attachment L)

Meeting attendees were then directed to the map viewing where they were greeted by
a team of Caltrans staff. The map viewing area provided the public with an opportunity
to view the project area and boundaries, as well as an opportunity to have their
questions and concerns addressed one-on-one by Caltrans staff and project
consultants. The public was then asked to find a comfortable area to listen to the
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project presentation. The formal portion of the scoping meeting consisted of a
presentation by the California Department of Transportation followed by the public
comment period.

Following is a list including the Public Meeting Officer and Caltrans panel.
Public Meeting Officer
e Laura Muna-Landa, the Public Meeting Officer’s script is included in Attachment
M.

Caltrans Panel Member
e Ron Kosinski, Environmental Planning

Comments

After the project presentation, the public was encouraged to provide comments verbally
without a time limit. Table 5.1 summarizes the verbal comments received during the
agency and public scoping meeting and table 5.2 summarizes the comment cards
collected. The copies of the comment cards are provided in Attachment N.

Table 5.1: Summary of Comments Received During Scoping Meeting

Agency Meeting — 2:00 p.m.

Agencyl/interested Party | Comments

Comments from Regional, County, and Local Agencies

Dave Randall, Rosewood School playfield backs up to
Montebello Unified School District the freeway, are you planning to widen

the freeway to 10 or 12 lanes?

Not much land to expand on when you
look into the future. District is
considering the rehab of old school
facilitates, would like to coordinate and
avoid interference with Caltrans.

Agencyl/interested Party Comments
Gerardo Alvarez, Modeling numbers- would like to see
Metro consistence with the I-710 numbers.

Did you run the model to identify
numbers with and with out the truck
traffic? We’d like to integrate the
outreach schedule with the 1-710.
We'd also like to do exactly what the
previously released report said to do.
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Agencyl/interested Party

Comments

Ed Norris,
City of Downey, Director of Public
Works

What are the right-of-way impacts?
Will Caltrans contact the property
owners? When will we know?
Concerned regarding the traffic spill
over effect during the construction and
the impacts caused to local and arterial
streets, specifically Lakewood and
Rosemead. Will the environmental
document address the impacts?

Who will fund the repairs/mitigation?
Also, concerned about what the traffic
bottlenecks construction will create in
Downey. | will also submit my
comments in writing.

Alex Hamilton,
City of Commerce

My comments are not all inclusive and |
will submit my comments in writing. I'd
like to see full communication with the
Advisory Committee, from the initial
stages to construction, regular updates
at all phases and action plan that
identifies the issues that need
community consensus when a decision
needs to be made. At a previous I-710
meeting we realized the need for the
connector between the |-5 and the 1-
710 interchange is not significant,
where do you stand? Are the
connectors part of this project?
Improve all arterial interchanges within
this project. ldentify all of the right-of-
way for this project. Air Quality Plan,
EIR will need extensive outreach.
Details regarding HOV lanes, where
they start and end. Geometry?
Persons per car, access points, all
connectors and arterials need to be
improved. What impacts to private and
public property will this project have?
Including Telegraph Road where their
currently is a revitalization project?

Will Caltrans improve the impacts
caused by the proposed project?

Arellano Associates
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Comments from Utilities, Business, and Institutions

Marissa Castro-Salvati,
Southern California Edison

Minimize impacts to the SCE facilities.
SCE planners will work in coordination with
your department. Impact to five of SCE
cities.

Public Scoping Meeting — 6:00 p.m.

Agencyl/interested Party

Comments

Comments from Federal and State Elected Officials

Gerardo Montano,
Field representative for District 46,
Assemblyman Fabian Nunez

Is there a filtering element that can be
used on all machines working on the

freeways? Emissions control devices

Comments from Regional, County, and Local Agencies

Alex Hamilton,
City of Commerce

710 Advisory Committee monitored the
[-710 study you previously mentioned.
Make sure you have complete
communication with the City and the
Advisory Committee as you initiate the
environmental review. Commerce will
bear the brunt of the impacts, let us
know when you need consensus.
Connector 1-5 to 1-710 interchange’s
previous study didn’t warrant the
connector or significant right of way,
where do you stand?

The Air Quality Plan EIR requires
extensive outreach. Need details on
HOV lanes such as where, geometry,
persons per car and access points. All
connectors and arterials need to be
improved. What are the impacts to
public and private properties?

What are the impacts to Washington
Boulevard and Telegraph?

What arterials would require closures?
How are future Caltrans improvements,
as well as other yellow areas in this
map factored in to the analysis?

Roger Bagne,
City of Commerce Planning
Commissioner

Have you given up on double decking?

Arellano Associates
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Agencyl/interested Party

Comments

Lucy Ramirez,
Planning Commission Chair
City of Commerce

Widening on Telegraph Road vs.
residential streets approach should be
used.

Fernando Mendoza,
City of Commerce

Communication is important. I'm
concerned with impacts to residents.
We saw work on the I-5 freeway,
residents think this is coming. Please
send newsletters. Work with Brian
Wolfson, PIO for the City of Commerce.

Comments from Interested Groups and Organizations

Robert Eula,
710 Advisory Committee Chair

Concerned about the pollution that is
affecting our communities. Find an
alternate to the connection to the I-5 at
Bandini. Connection at Bandini would
cross one of our largest parks and take
homes.

Arturo Gonzalez,
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy

I'd like to speak about the following
issues: (1) If you widen the freeway,
make the use multi modal; (2) consider
mitigation for green space; and (3) |
encourage you to work with metro and
Metrolink.

Robert Eula,
710 Advisory Committee

Commerce already suffers from serious
pollution. Both BNSF and UP house
railyards in Commerce. We have 7,000
trucks come into our neighborhood every
day, according to CARB; we have 140%
chance of producing cancer, specifically
in my neighborhood. Between the rail
yards and the I-710, you have sufficient
studies to review.

Comments from Interested Parties

Art Navarro, | live in the impacted area. How many

Resident homes are you planning to purchase? |
may be one of them; | live near the wall
along the Village Drive.

David Evis | live near the interchange. I'm

concerned about the right-of-way. |
suggest you take all of Telegraph to the
[-710 to Slauson and relocate
businesses versus residential properties.

Arellano Associates
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Comments from Interested Parties

Julie Duncan,
Resident

| live two blocks away from the
freeway. | am concerned with the
additional pollution and dirt. My
mother is on an HP system and her
asthma is getting worse. | am
concerned about the freeway coming
closer, due to health deteriorations.
Will my property value decrease?
Does Caltrans cover the difference?
I’'m so concerned, I'm sick of it. The
freeway is always crowded; can you
fund 7 mile train system instead?
Increase train ridership rather than
increasing lanes on the freeway. This
is ridiculous; please don’t construct
any of the freeway widening
alternatives.

Angelo Logan

I’m concerned about the pollution
generated by the traffic, widening
impacts and health impacts to
residents. Look at other alternatives,
such as investing in public transit.
The more you widen the freeways the
more traffic you create. Compare cost
analysis (benefits vs. costs), loss of
property value, and cost to public. |
encourage you to work with the 1-710
Advisory Committee to explore public
impacts such as health, noise,
congestion, economic development,
community resources, parks and
environmental justice issues.

Resident
(did not provide a name)

Not only do we have the railroads, but
we also have the proposed power
plant in Vernon, please include them
in your analysis.

Tony Gonzales,

Consider rail pollution impacts. Rain

Resident on freeways creates large holes.
Debris collects on the street. We are
breathing the emissions. Divert to an
underground system for pollution run
off, before 2015.
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Table 5.2 Summary of Comment Cards Received at Scoping Meeting

Agency Meeting — 2:00 p.m.

Agencyl/interested Party

Comment

Alfredo Olmos

Have a park/area for commuter stations

Donna Lee Please send each of us a copy of the I-5 Corridor
Major Investment Study and the Alternatives
Analysis for the 1-5/710 Interchange draft report.

S.P Olmos Zone fares per peak hours. Longer stops and

street legal drivers. Money refund for people
who take public transportation

Public Scoping Meeting — 6:00 p.m.

Robert Eula

Missing Connector

Arturo Gonzalez

That Caltrans design, the I-5 widening with the
recreational/trail connections and amenities in
line. That further mitigation be made for nearby
residential communities

Connie Blacker

| live on north side of 5 freeway, between
Lakewood and Paramount Boulevard in Downey.
When will we know if it's going to be on north
side or south? Please keep me informed.
Please send me the scoping report late Summer.

Valerio Poliuto

We live by the one off ramp of the 710 (going
south, check map) 40 -50% of the USA imports
pass to the two main railroads from Long Beach
and L.A Harbor, any information would be
appreciated.

George Rifx

All communication documents in Spanish

Nancy Barragan

| would like to get a copy of the 1998 engineering
report. Thanks.

Arellano Associates
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A total of five letters and one comment card were received after the scoping meetings,
see Attachment O. The following table, 5.3 summarizes the documents received.

Agencyl/interstate Party | Comments

Responses from Regional, County, and Local Agencies

Gerardo Alvarez Recommendations for Caltrans to coordinate with

Metro Metro on traffic modeling and public outreach efforts
between this project and Metro’s I-710 Interchange
project.

Tina Baca Del Rio Recommendations to maintain full and complete

City of Commerce communication process, a complete analysis of

potential environmental impacts air quality impacts
from the proposed project to be included in EIR.

Responses from Interested Parties

Erick. R. Gordillo Concerned with geometric alignment, lack of
available project designs, potential lack of
environmental justice, environmental impact to area
residents and businesses.

Virginia Morris Supports project: I-5 must be widened on both sides
to a 12 lane highway in the cities of Norwalk,
Downey and Commerce.

Eva R. Long Add contact information to project mailing list.

Comment Card

Mario Sotelo Need copy of 1997 (MIS) RPT, Please send hard
copy.

Meeting Record

In an effort to capture the scoping meeting participants comments, both meetings were
digitally recorded, Attachment P.

Translation services

Based on the demographic composition of the community, the consultant team
provided bilingual Spanish staff. A certified interpreter was also available for the
duration of the public scoping meeting. Those community members requiring Spanish
interpretation were provided with a headset with which to listen to the simultaneous
interpretation of the scoping meeting.
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SCH NO.

NOTICE OF PREPARATION

To: Responsible/Trustee Agency From: State of California, Department of Transportation
Ronald J. Kosinski, Deputy District Director
Division of Environmental Planning
100 8. Main Street, MS 16-A
L.os Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report
Reference: California Code of Regulations, Title 14, (CEQA Guidelines) Sections 15082(a), 15103,
15375,

Project Title: Interstate 5 Corridor Improvement Project from [-605 to |-710.

Project Location: Cities of Santa Fe Springs, Commerce, Montebello, Downey, and East Los
Angeles in Los Angeles County.

Project Description: Caltrans will prepare an Environmental lmpact Statement on a_proposal
for constructing freeway improvements to Interstate 5 (I-5) from Interstate 605 (1-605) though the
i-5/Interstate 710 (1-710) interchange in Los Angeles County, California. The project consists of
widening I-5 to accommeodate High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes and/or general purpose
lanes. Depending on the alternative selected, the project may also include reconstruction of the |-
605 and {-710 interchanges. A Major Investment Study (MIS) for the project was completed in
July 1998, It identified a fully standard ten-lane, at-grade facility as the Locally Preferred
Alternative (LPA)

The California Department of Transportation will be the lead agency and will prepare an
Environmental Impact Report for the project described below. Your participation as a
responsible agency is requested in the preparation and review of this document.

The purpose of this notice is: (1) to serve as the Notice of Preparation to potential Responsible
Agencies, agencies involved in funding or approving the project, and Trustee Agencies
responsible for natural resources affected by the project, pursuant to Section 15082 of the CEQA
Guidelines; and (2) to advise and solicit comments and suggestions regarding the preparation of
the EIR, environmental issues to be addressed | the EIR, and any related issues, from interested
parties other than those noted above, include interested or affected members of the public.
Caltrans request that nay potential Responsible or Trustee Agency responding to this notice do
so in a manner consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15082(b).

We need to know the views of your agency as to the scope and content of the environmental
information that is germane to your agency's statutory responsibilities in connection with the
proposed project. Your agency will need to use the EIR prepared by our agency when
considering your permit or other approval for the project.

A more detailed project description, location map, and the potential environmental effects are
contained in the attached materials.

Caltrans is holding a public scoping meeting to provide an overview of the project, summary of
the environmental process and issues addressed, and receive input regarding environmental
issues and the suggested scope and content of the EIR. An Agency Scoping Meeting public will



be held on February 27, 2008, from 2-4 pm followed by a Public Scoping Meeting from 6-8pm at
the City of Commerce City Council Chambers (2535 Commerce Way, Commerce, CA 90040).

A copy of the Initial Study (___is) {_X_is not) attached.

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible
date but not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice.

Please direct your response to Ronald Kosinski, Deputy District Director, Division of
Environmental Planning, Caltrans District 7, 100 S. Main Street, MS 16-A, Los Angeles, CA
90012. Telephone (213) 897-0703 at the address shown above. Please supply us with the name
for a contact person in your agency.

Date f[;é é, 'z Signature%w/pé %;ﬁé-__.,
Title DeR Ty DISTH 1yl roe
AL FHEIRLS SN, TPERQ A NING




Additional Project Description: The purpose of the proposed project is to (1) improve level of
service during AM and PM peak periods, to reduce congestion related delays, and enhance
safety and mobility in this segment of the 1-5 freeway as compared to the no-build condition; (2)
provide continutity of facilities and capacity on the I-5 freeway between the 1-605 and I-710 in Los
Angeles County; (3) maintain structural flexibility in the freeway corridor for additional future
capacity improvements; (4) improve interchange access/egress points and levels of service; (5)
improve access to regional transit and HOV facilities; (6) improve mobility on local surface
streets operationally interdependent with the freeway corridor by reducing existing and future
congestion on both the state and local facilities; and (7) explore Transportation System
Management (TSM) improvements for the |-5 and parallel arterials.

Alternatives under consideration include (1) a no-build option; (2) implementing a Transportation
System Management/Transportation Demand Management plan; (3) constructing a 10-lane
facility with two HOV lanes; and (5) constructing a 12-lane facility {may be constructed in stages
depending on availability of funding) with two or four HOV lanes. Alternatives that promote transit
use, improve access to the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, and engineering designs that
are compatible with the alternatives proposed for the 1-710 Freeway (including the 1-710 Mini-
Study) are also important considerations.

These basic alternatives will have additional design variations, which provide optional lane use
(general, HOV, or auxiliary use), optional on and off ramp modifications, and other engineering
details. These alternatives may be refined, combined with various different alternative elements,
or be removed from further consideration, as more analysis is conducted on the project
alternatives.

Letters describing the proposed action and soliciting comments will be sent to appropriate
Federal, State, Participating Agencies, and local agencies, and to private organizations and
citizens who have previously expressed or are known to have interest in this proposal. In
addition, a public hearing will be held. Public notice will be given of the time and place of the
meeting and hearing. The Environmental Impact Statement will be available for public and
agency review and comment prior to the public hearing. A Public Scoping meeting is currently
scheduled for February 27, 2008 in the City of Commerce,

IMPACTS: Various environmental and community resources are known to exist within the limits
of the study area. These resources include, but are not limited to: geothecnical, erosion,
hydrology, air quality, water quality, noise, biology, public utilities, vehicle traffic patterns, parking,
land use planning and hazardous waste. Displacement of businesses and homes is a significant
issue. Soundwalls, relocation assistance, construction impact management and other mitigation
measures will be incorporated into the proposed project.



Print Form

Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal

Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P. O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 958123044 {916) 445-0613 SCH #
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 CH
Project Title: I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (1-605 to 1-710)
Lead Agency: California Department of Transportation Coniact Person: Jason Roach
Mailing Address; 100 8. Main Street Phone: (213) 897-0357
City: Los Angeles Zip: 90012 County: Los Angeles
Project Location: County:Los Angeles City/Nearest Community:Comerce, SFS, Montbello, Dway, East LA
Cross Sireets: 1-605, SR-19, 1-710 Zip Code:
Lat. /Long.: ° ! N/ ° ! "W Total Acres:
Assessor's Parcel No.: Section: Twp.: Range: Base:
Within 2 Miles:  State Fwy #: Sr-1¢ Waterways: San Gabriel River, Rio Hondo River
Alrports; Railways: BNSF, UP, SCRRA Schoots:
Document Type:
CEQA: NOP [} Draf EIR NEPA: NOIL Other: ] Joint Document
[T Barly Cons [] Suppiement/Subsequent EIR 1 BA [] Final Dacument
{] Neg Dec {Prior SCH No.) [] DraftEIS ] Other
7] Mit Neg Dec Other ™1 FONSI
Local Action Type:
[] General Plan Update ] Specific Plan [C] Rezone [ Annexation
1 General Plan Amendment [} Master Plan [} Prezone [] Redevelopment
[l General Plan Element 7] Planned Unit Development [} Use Permit [T} Coastal Permit
[J Community Plan ] site Plan (] Lend Division {Subdivision, etc.} 11 Other
Development Type:
] Residential: Units Acres [ Water Facilities: Type : . MGD
(] Office: Sq.ft. Acres Employees Transportation: Type 1 highway improvement
[l Commercial:Sq.ft. Acres Employees (] Mining: Mineral
[} Industrial:  Sq.ft. Acres Empioyces [1 Power: Type MW
[ Bducational [] Waste Treatment: Type MGD
] Recreational ] Hazardous Waste: Type
1 Other:
Project Issues Discussed in Document:
Aesthetic/Visual Fiscal Recreation/Parks Vegetation
{7 Agricultural Land Flood Pisin/Flooding Schools/Universities Water Quality
Air Quality Forest Land/Fire Hazard [_] Septic Systems Water Supply/Groundwater
Archeclogical/Historical Geologic/Seismic Sewer Capacity Wetland/Riparian
Biological Resources ] Minerals Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading ] Wildlife
[T Coastal Zone Noise Solid Waste Growth nducing
Drainage/Absarption Population/Housing Balance [¢] Toxic/Hazardous Land Use
Economic/Fobs Public Services/Facilitics Traffic/Circulation Cumulative Effects

] Other

Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation:
Transportation, Residential, Industrial/Commergial

The project consists of widening I-5 to ascommodate High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes andlor general purpose lanes. Depending on the
alternative selected, the project may also include reconsiruction of the 1605 and 1-710 interchanges.

Note: The state Clearinghouse will assign identification numbers for all new projects, If a SCH nmber already cxists for a January 2608
project {e.g. Notice of Preparation or previous draft document) please fill in.



Reviewing Agencies Checklist

Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies befow with and "X".
If you have already sent yvour document to the agency please denote that with an "S",

X Air Resources Board N Office of Historic Preservation
Boating & Waterways, Department of Office of Public School Construction

California Highway Patrol Parks & Recreation
Caltrans District # Pesticide Regulation, Department of

Caltrans Division of Aeronautics Public Utilities Commission

Caltrans Planning (Headquarters) Reclamation Board

Office of Emergency Services

z Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy — Regional WQCB#

— Coastal Commission _____ Resources Agency

__ Colorado River Board ___ S.F.Bay Conservation & Development Commission
_ Conservation, Department of — San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers and Mins Conservancy
- Corrections, Department of .. San Jozquin River Conservancy

_ Delta Protection Commission ___ Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy

____ Education, Department of —_ State Lands Commission

. Energy Commission . SWRCB: Clean Water Grants

__X__ Fish & Game Region# ___ o SWRCB: Water Quality

__ Food & Agriculture, Department of —__ SWRCB: Water Rights

. Forestry & Fire Protection ___ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency

__¥  General Services, Department of ____ Toxic Substances Control, Department of

_ ¥ Health Services, Department of . Water Resources, Department of

_ & Housing & Community Development

—___ Integrated Waste Management Roard Other

o Native American Ieritage Commission Other

Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency)

Starting Date 2/8/08 Ending Date 3/24/08

Lead Agency (Complete if applicable):
Applicant: CA 0‘6@:‘*‘- o{'- “Teans 'pm--ku. o YN

Consulting Firm:

Address: Address: (90 S, Mawn Sv. MS-(6A
City/State/Zip: City/State/Zip:_Los Anveles , cA  Tou/l)
Contact; Phone: T £97 oTs™

Phone:;

Date: é‘yos’

/.’Béf? nee: Section 21161, Public Resources Code.

=

Signature of Lead Agency Representative:

Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources
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Attachment B

Master Scoping Distribution Lists
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Attachment C

Correspondence with State Clearinghouse



oF Plag,
Sy

SRR
STATE OF CALIFORNIA £ * g
) 2 g ]
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE of PLANNING AND RESEARCH "y ﬂ
e o
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE AND PLANNING UNIT oFoae
ARNOUN S0 ARREGONR CYNTHIA BRYANT
CHATLN v DIRECTOR

Notice of Preparation

February 11, 2008

To: Reviewing Agencies

Re: [-5 Corridor Improvement Project (1-605 10 1-710)
SCHY 2008021036

Attached for your review and cormment is the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the 1-5 Corridor Improvement Project
(1-60%5 to 1710} draft. Environmental Impact Report (EIR).

Responsible agencics must transmit their comments on the scope and content of the NOQP, focusing on specific
mforrstion related to their own statutory responsibility, within 30 days of receipt of the NOP from the Lead Agency.
This v o cowrfesy notice provided by the State Clearinghouse with a reminder {or you to comment in a timely
mamr: We encourage other agencies to also respond to this notice and express their concerns early i the

environmental review process.

Please dhirect your comments to:

Jason Roach

California Department of Transportation, District 7
100 S. Main Street

1.0s Angeles, CA 90012

with a copy to the State Clearinghousc in the Office of Planming and Research. Please refer to the SCH number
naled above in all correspondence concerning this project.

If you huve any questions about the environmental document review process, please call the State Clearinghouse at
(916) 445-0613.

Sincerely,

Scott Morgan
Project Analyst, State Clearinghouse

Attachments
cc: Lead Agency

1400 10th Street  P.0.Box 3044 Sacramento, California 95812-3044
(916} 445-0613  FAX (916) 323-3018  www.opr.ca.gov



Document Details Report
State Clearinghouse Data Base

SCH# 2008021036
Project Title  1-5 Corridor improvement Project (1-605 to 1-710)
Lead Agency Caltrans #7
Type NOP Notice of Preparation
Description  The project consists of widening I-5 to accommodate High Occupancy Vehicle {(HOV) lanes andfor

general purpose lanes. Depending on the alternative seiected, the project may also include
reconstruction of the [-605 and [-710 interchanges.

Lead Agency Contact

Name Jason Roach
Agency California Department of Transportation, District 7
Phone 213 897-0357 Fax
email
Address 100 S. Main Strest
City Los Angeles State CA  Zip 90012
Project Location
County Los Angeles
City Commerce, San Fernando, Montebelio, Downey, ...
Region
Cross Streets  |-605, SR 19, I-710
Parcel No,
Township Range Section Base

Proximity to:

Highways
Airports
Railways
Waterways
Schools
Land Use

SR 19

BNSF, UP, SCRRA
San Gabriel River, Rio Hondo River

Transportation, Residential, industrial/Commercial

Project Issues

Aesthetic/Visual; Air Quality, Archaeologic-Histeric; Biological Resources; Drainage/Absorption;
Economics/Jobs; Fiscal Impacts; Flood Plain/Flooding; Forest Land/Fire Hazard; Geologic/Seismic;
Noise; Population/Housing Balance; Public Services: Recreation/Parks; Schools/Universities; Sewer
Capacity; Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading; Solid Waste; Toxic/Hazardous; Traffic/Circulation;
Vegetation; Water Quality; Water Supply; Wetland/Riparian; Landuse; Cumulative Effects; Growth

inducing

Reviewing
Agencies

Resources Agency; Department of Censervation; Office of Historic Preservation; Department of Parks
and Recreation; Department of Water Resources; Department of Fish and Game, Region 5; Native
American Heritage Commission; Public Utilities Commission; California Highway Patrol; Caltrans,
District 7; Air Resources Board, Transportation Projects; Regional Water Quality Control Board,
Region 4; San Gabriel & Lower Los Angeles Rivers & Mountains Conservancy

Date Received

02/11/2008 Start of Review 02/11/2008 End of Review 03/11/2008

Matne Dlnnln in data fialde rociilt fram inenffiriant infarmatinn nenvidad by lear adency.
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Attachment D

Responses to Notice of Preparation



STATE OF CALIFORNIA Arnoid Schwarzenegeer, GQavernor

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION SR
915 CAPITOL MALL, ROOM 364 rERa W}

ENTO, € i/
?ﬁgﬁsgg:ﬁ 1O, CA 95814 \%}@/:
Tiag (946) 657-5390

ds_nahe@pachell.nel
February 14, 2008

Mr. Jason Roachj
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION - BISTRICT 7

100 S, Main Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: SCH# 2008021036, CEQA Notice of Preparation (NOP) draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for
the I-5 Corrdor Improvement Project (1605 to 1-710)_Los Anasles County, California

Dear Mr. Roach:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above-referenced document, The Native
American Heritage Commission is the state agency designated for the protection of California’s Native
American cultural resources. The California Environmental Quality Act {CEQA) requires that any project that
causes a substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource, that includes archeclogical
resources, is a ‘significant effect' requiring the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR per the
Californta Code of Regulations § 15064.5(b)(c) (CEQA Guidelines). In order to comply with this provision,
the lead agency is required to assess whether the project will have an adverse impact an these resources
within the ‘area of potential effect (APE),” and if s0, to mitigate that effect. To adequately assess the
project-related impacts on historical resources, the Commission recommends the following action:

' Contact the appropriate California Historic Resources Information Center (CHRIS). Contact information
for the ‘Information Center nearest you is available from the State Office of Historic Preservation in
Sacramento (916/653-7278). The record search will determine:

» |fa part or the enfire (APE) has been previously surveyed for cultural resources.

«  [|fany known cultural resources have already been recorded in or adjacent to the APE.,

If the probability is fow, moderate, or high that cultural resources are located in the APE.
if a survey is required to determine whether previously unrecorded cultural resources are present,

Y If an archaeological inventory survey is required, the final stage is the preparation of a professional report

detailing the findings and recommendations of the records search and field survey.

= The final report containing site forms, site significance, and mitigation measurers shouid be submitted
immediately to the planning department. All information regarding site locations, Native American
human remains, and associated funerary objects should be in a separate confidential addendum, and
not be made available for pubic disclosure.

»  The final wiitten report should be submitted within 3 months after work has been completed to the
appropriate regional archaeological Information Center.

¥ Contact the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHCY) for:

* A Sacred Lands File (SLF) search of the project area and information on tribal contacts in the project

vicinity who may have information on culturai resources in or near the APE. Please provide us site

identification as follows: USGS 7 5-minute quadrangle citation with name, township, range and section. This
will agsist us with the SLF,

*  Also, we recommend that you contact the Native American contacts on the attached list to get their
input on the effect of potential project (e.g. APE) impact. In many cases a culturaliy-affiliated Native
American tribe or person will be the only source of information about the existence of a cultural
resource.

v Lack of surface evidence of archeological resources does not preciude their subsurface existence.

» Lead agencies should include in their mitigation plan provisions for the identification and evaluation of
accidentally discovered archeclogical resources, per California Environmental Quality Act {CEQA)
§15064.5 (f)of the Califernia Code of Regutations (CEQA Guidelines). [n areas of identified
archaeological sensitivity, a certified archaeologist and a culturally affiliated Native American, with
knowledge in cultural resources, should monitor alf ground-disturbing activities.

= lLead agencies should include in their mitigation plan provisions for the disposition of recovered artifacts,
in consultation with culturally affiliated Native Americans.




+ Lead agencies should include provisions for discovery of Native American human remains or unmarked
cemeteries in their mitigations plans,

*  CEQA Guidelines §15064.5(d) requires the lead agency to work with the Native Americans identified by
this Commission if the Initial Study identifies the presence or likely presence of Native American human
remains within the APE. CEQA Guidelines provide for agreements with Native American groups,
identified by the NAHE, 10 ensure the appropriate and dignified trestment of Native American human
remains and any associated grave goods.

*  llealth and Safety Code §7050.5, Public Resources Code §5097.98 and CEQA Guidelines §15064.5(d)
mandate procedures to be followed in the event of an accidental discovery of any human remains in a
location other than a dedicated cemetery.

v Lead agencies should consider avoidance, as defined in CEQA Guidelines §15370 when significant cultural
resources are discovered during the course of project planning or exccution.

Please feel free fo contact me at (916) 653-6251 if you have any questions.

7
y

Dave Sin gi‘ton /

Program Analy,
Attachment: Native American Contact List,

Cc: State Clearinghouse



Native American Contacts
Los Angeles County
February 14, 2008

LA City/County Native American Indian Comm
Ron Andrade, Director

3175 West 6th Street, Rm. 403

Los Angeles , CA 90020

(213) 351-5324

(213) 386-3995 FAX

Ti'At Society

Cindi Alvitre

6515 E. Seaside Walk, #C
Long Beach ., CA 90803

calvitre @yahoo.com
(714) 504-2468 Cell

Gabrielino

Tongva Ancestral Territorial Tribal Nation
John Tommy Rosas, Tribal Admin.

’ Gabrielino Tongva

tattnlaw @gmail.com
310-570-6567

Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission
Anthony Morales, Chairperson
PO Box 693

San Gabrisl » CA 91778
ChiefRBwife @aol.com

(626) 286-1632

(626) 286-1758 - Home

(626) 286-1262 Fax

Gabrielino Tongva

This list Is current only as of the date of this document.

Gabrielino/Tongva Council / Gabrielino Tongva Nation
Sam Dunlap, Tribal Secretary

761 Terminal Street; Bldg 1, 2nd floor Gabrielino Tongva
Los Angeles . CA 90021

office @tongvatribe.net
(213) 489-5001 - Officer
(909) 262-9351 - cell

(213) 489-5002 Fax

Gabrielino Band of Mission Indians of CA
Ms. Susan Frank
PC Box 3021

Beaumont » CA 92223
(951) 897-2536 Phone/Fax

Gabrielino

Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council
Robert Dorame, Tribal Chair/Cultural Resources

5450 Slauson, Ave, Suite 151 PMB  Gabrieling Tongva
Cuiver City » CA 90230

tongva@verizon.net
62-761-6417 - voice

562-925-7989 - fax

Distribution of this list does not retleve any person of statutory responsibility as deflnad In Sectlon 7050.5 of the Health and
Satety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code and Section 5097.99 of the Public Hesources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native American with regard to cullural resoureces for the propased
SCH#2008021036; CEQA Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the 1-5 Corridor Improvement Project {1605 to F710);
California Department of Transportation (Calrans); Los Angeles County, California,



STATE QF CALIFORNIA ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

320 WEST 4™ STREET, BUITE 500
LOS ANGELES, CA 90013

March 7, 2008

Jason Roach

Division of Environmental Planning

Department of Transportation (Caltrans)-District 7
100 South Main Street

I.os Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Mr. Roach:
Re: SCH# 2008021036; Interstate 5 Corridor Improvement Project from 1-605 to I-710

The California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) has jurisdiction over the safety of
highway-rail crossings (crossings) in California. The California Public Utilities Code requires
Commission approval for the construction or alteration of crossings and grants the Commission
exclusive power on the design, alteration, and closure of crossings. :

The Commission’s Rail Crossings Engineering Section (RCES) is in receipt of the Notice of
Completion & Environmental Document Transmitlal-NOP from the State Clearinghouse.
Modifications to crossings including widening of an existing grade separation, are within the sCOopC
of Commission General Order (GO) 88-B: “Rules for Altering Public Highway-Rail Crossings.” A
request for authorization must be submitted to the Commission through RCES.

It must be noted that GO 88-B authority is granted at staff level, with a short processing period of
two to six weeks. One of the primary prerequisites for a GO 88-B application is concurrence of all
parties (railroad, local agency and Commission) to the proposed changes.

Caltrans should arrange a meeting with RCES staff to discuss relevant safety issues and
requirements of 2 GO88-B request for authority to modify an existing grade crossing separation for
the numerous existing overpasses within the proposed Interstate 5 corridor improvement project.

If you have any questions, please contact Varouj Jinbachian, Senior Utilities Engincer at 213-576-
7081, vsj@cpuc.ca.gov, or me at rxm@cpuc.ca.gov, 213-576-7078.

Rosa Muiioz, PE

Utilities Engineer

Rail Crossings Engineering Section
Consumer Protection & Safety Division



Attachment E

Notice of Intent



U.8. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL BIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
CALIFQRNIA DIVISION
G350 Capitol Mall, Suite 4100
Sacrameuto, TA. 95814

February 21, 2008

N REPLY REFER1O

HDA-CA

File # 07-1LA-3, PM 42.0/42.7
Document # P5S§157

Mr. Raymond A. Mosley

Office of the Federal Register (NF)

The National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

Coilege Park, MDD 20740-6001

Dear My, Mosley:

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF INTENT FOR 1-5 CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
(1-6058 TO 1.710); LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Enclosed are three signed original copies of the Notice of Intent (NOT) prepared by the
California Department of Transportation to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for the
above-mentioned project. Also included is an electronic version [i.e., compact disk (CD)] for
vour ise, We cerlify that the enclosed CD contains a true and accurate copy of the three signed
copies of the NOL Please publish this notice in the Federal Register and notify us of the
publication date, Our billing code s identified on the NOL

1f you have any quesiions, contact Robert Cady at (916) 498-5038.

For
(Gene K. Fong
Division Administrator

Enclosures

b T N o M S T
MOVING THE -

LMERICAN /
ECONODMY




NOTICE OF INTENT
[4910-22]
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Highway Administration
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT: Los Angeles County, CALIFORNIA
AGENCY: Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), DOT
ACTION: Notice of Intent
SUMMARY: The FHWA, on behalf of the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), is issuing this notice to advise the public that a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will be prepared for a proposed highway widening project on Interstate 5 in the
cities of Santa Fe Springs, Commerce, Montebello, Downey, and East Los Angeles, in

Los Angeles County, California.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ronald Kosinski, Deputy District
Director, Caltrans District 7, 100 S. Main Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012 (213) 897-

0703.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Effective July 1, 2007, the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) assigned, and the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans) assumed, environmental responsibilities for this project pursuant to 23 U.S.C.
327. Caltrans will prepare an Environmental Impact Statement on a proposal for
constructing freeway improvements to Interstate 5 (I-5) from Interstate 605 (1-605)
though the I-5/Interstate 710 (I-710) interchange in Los Angeles County, California. The
project consists of widening I-5 to accommodate High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes
and/or general purpose lanes. Depending on the alternative selected, the project may also
include modifications to the I-605 and [-710 interchanges. A Major Investment Study
(MIS) for the project was completed in July 1998. It identified a fully standard ten-lane,
at-grade facility as the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA).



The purpose of the proposed project is to (1) improve level of service during AM and PM
peak periods, to reduce congestion related delays, and enhance safety and mobility in this
segment of the I-5 freeway as compared to the no-build condition; (2) provide continuity
of facilities and capacity on the [-5 freeway between the I-605 and I-710 in Los Angeles
County; (3) maintain structural flexibility in the freeway corridor for additional future
capacity improvements; (4) improve interchange access/egress points and levels of
service; (5) improve access to regional transit and HOV facilities; (6) improve mobility
on local surface streets operationally interdependent with the freeway corridor by
reducing existing and future congestion on both the state and local facilities: and (N
explore Transportation System Management (TSM) improvements for the 1-5 and parallel

arterials

Alternatives under consideration include (1) a no-build option; (2) implementing a
Transportation System Management/Transportation Demand Management plan; (3)
constructing a 10-lane facility with two HOV lanes; and (5) constructing a 12-lane
facility (may be constructed in stages depending on availability of funding) with two or
four HOV lanes. Alternatives that promote transit use, improve access to the Metro Gold
Line Eastside Extension, and engineering designs that are compatible with the
alternatives proposed for the 1-710 Freeway (including the I-710 Mini-Study) are also

important considerations.

These basic alternatives will have additional design variations, which provide optional
lane use (general, HOV, or auxiliary use), optional on and off ramp modifications, and
other engineering details. These alternatives may be refined, combined with various
different alternative elements, or be removed from further consideration, as more analysis

is conducted on the project alternatives.

The following permits would be required to construct the proposed project:
* Section 404 nationwide permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
* Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the California Regional Water
Quality Control Board



» Section 1601 Streambed Alteration Agreement from the California Department of
Fish and Game
* Encroachment permits from the various cities in which project construction would

accur,

Letters describing the proposed action and soliciting comments will be sent to appropriate
Federal, State, Participating Agencies, and local agencies, and to private organizations
and citizens who have previously expressed or are known to have interest in this
proposal. In addition, a public hearing will be held. Public notice will be given of the
time and place of the meeting and hearing. The Environmental Impact Statement will be
available for public and agency review and comment prior to the public hearing. A Public

Scoping meeting is currently scheduled for February 27, 2008 in the City of Commerce.

To ensure that the full range of issues related to this proposed action are addressed and all
significant issues identified, comments, and suggestions are invited from all interested
parties. Comments or questions concerning this proposed action and the EIS should be
directed to Caltrans at the address provided above.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Program Number 20.205, Highway Planning
and Construction. The regulations implementing Executive Order 12372 regarding

intergovernmental consultation on Federal programs and activities apply to this program.)

Issued on:

Gene K. Fong

Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
Sacramento, California
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Notice of Scoping/Initiation of Studies Letter for
Elected Officials



STATE OF CALIFORNIA—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DISTRICT 7, Bivision of Environmental Planning
100 S. Main Street

LOS ANGELES, CA 90012-3606

PHONE (213) 897.0703

FAX (213) §97-0685

Flex your pawer!
Be Energy efficient!

February 6, 2008

The Honorable Michael Antonovich File: 07-LA-005

County Supervisor PM 6.4/14.9

5" District [-5 Corridor Improvement
500 West Temple Street, RM 869 (I-605 to 1-710)

Los Angeles, CA 90012

NOTICE OF SCOPING / INITIATION OF STUDIES

This is to advise you that the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) are formally initiating studies for constructing freeway improvements to Interstate
5 (I-5) from Interstate 605 (1-605) through the 1-5/Interstate 710 (I-710) interchange in Los Angeles County.
The proposed project consists of widening 1-5 to accommodate additional lanes in both directions.
Depending on the alternative selected, the project may also include modifications to the 1-605 and 1-710
interchanges. The proposed construction will improve both traffic circulation of the mainline and access to
the freeway from surrounding cities.

Preliminary environmental resource studies indicate that an Environmental Impact Report/Environmental
Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) is the appropriate environmental document. Caltrans will prepare and EIR/EIS
to evaluate the anticipated environmental effects and recommend measures to mitigate those effects
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA).

During the course of the study Caltrans will work closely with the public to assure that all pertinent factors
and viable alternatives are considered. We welcome any comments or suggestions you may have
concerning possible alternatives or potential social, economic, and environmental impacts as they pertain to
the proposed project.

Please send your written comments by March 24, 2008 to:

Ronald Kosinski, Deputy District Director
Division of Environmental Planning
Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
100 S. Main Street, MS 16A

Los Angeles, CA 90012

“Caltrans impraves mobility across California”



An agency Scoping Meeting public will be held on February 27, 2008, from 2-4 pm followed by a Public
Scoping Meeting from 6-8pm at the City of Commerce City Council Chambers (2535 Commerce Way,
Commerce, CA 90040). All comments received will become part of the project record and will provide
valuable input to our environmental and design personnel. If you have any questions, contact Ronald
Kosinski at (213) 897-0703. Thank you for your interest in this important transportation study.

Sincerely,

DOUGLAS R. FAILING
District Director

Attachment
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Notice of Scoping/Initiation of Studies Letters
for Agencies and Responses



STATE OF CALIFORNIA—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Gevernor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DISTRICT 7, Division of Envirenmental Planning
OO S, Main Street

108 ANGELLS, CA 90012-3606

PHONE (213} 897-0703

FAX (213} 8970685

Flex your power!
Be Inergy efficient

February 6, 2008
Responsible Agencies, Review Agencies, File: 07-LA-005
Trustee Agencies and individuals interested PM 6.4/14.9
in the I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to 1-710) I-5 Corridor Improvement

(1-605 to 1-710)

NOTICE OF SCOPING / INITIATION OF STUDIES

This is to advise you that the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the Federal Highway
Adninistration (FHWA) are formally initiating studies for constructing freeway improvements to Interstate
5 (I-5} from Interstate 605 (I-605) through the I-5/Interstate 710 (I-710) interchange in Los Angeles County.
The proposed project consists of widening -5 to accommodate additional lanes in both directions.
Depending on the alternative selected, the project may also include modifications to the 1-605 and 1-710
interchanges. The proposed construction will improve both traffic circulation of the mainline and access fo
the freeway from surrounding cities.

Preliminary environmental resource studies indicate that an Environmental Impact Report/Environmental
Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) will be prepared to evaluate the anticipated environmental affects pursuant to
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA} and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

During the course of the study Caltrans will work closely with the public to assure that all pertinent factors
and viable alternatives are considered. We welcome any comments or suggestions you may have
concerning possible alternatives or potential social, economic, and environmental impacts as they pertain to
the proposed project.

Please send your written comments by March 24, 2008 to:

Ronald Kosinski, Deputy District Director
Division of Environmental Planning
Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
100 S. Main Street, MS 16A

Los Angeles, CA 90012

An agency Scoping Meeting will be held on February 27, 2008, from 2-4 pm followed by a Public Scoping
Meeting from 6-8pm at the City of Commerce City Council Chambers (2535 Commerce Way, Commerce,
CA 90040). All comments received will become part of the project record and will provide valuable input
to our environmental and design personnel. If you have any questions, contact Jason Roach at (213) 897-
0357. Thank you for your interest in this important transportation study.

Sincerely,

RONALD KOSINSKI
Deputy District Director
Division of Environmental Planning
Caltrans, District 7
Attachment

“Caltrans improves mebility across Colifornia”



STATE OF CALIFORNIA, RESOURCES AGENCY ARMOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

DIVISION OF QIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES

5816 Corporate Avenve, Suite 200, Cypress, CA 904630-4731

c%ﬁé;’g%‘a%&q PHONE 714/816-6847 o FAX 714/8146-6853 « WEB SITE conservalion.ca.gov

March 13, 2008

Mr. Jason Roach

California Department of Transportation, District 7
100 s. Main Street

Los Angeles, California 80012

Subject: Notice of Preparation for I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (1-805 to 1-710) - SCH#
2008021036

Dear Mr. Roach:

The Department of Conservation's (Department) Division of Qil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources
(Division) has reviewed the above referenced project. The Division supervises the drilling,
maintenance, and plugging and abandonment of oil, gas, and geothermal wells in California.

The proposed project is located in proximity the administrative boundaries of the Bandini and East
Los Angeles oil fields. There are seven plugged and abandoned wells within or in proximity to the
project boundaries. The wells are identified on Division maps 101, 102, W1-5 and in Division records.
The Division recommends that ali wells within or in close proximity to project boundaries be
accurately plotted on future project maps.

Building over or in the proximity of idle or plugged and abandoned wells should be avoided if at ali
possible. if this is not possible, it may be necessary to plug or re-plug wells to current Division
specifications. Also, the State Oil and Gas Supervisor is authorized to order the reabandonment of
previously plugged and abandoned wells when construction over or in the proximity of wells could
result in a hazard (Section 3208.1 of the Public Resources Code). If abandonment or
reabandonment is necessary, the cost of operations is the responsibility of the owner of the property
upon which the structure will be located. Finally, if construction over an abandoned well is
unavoidable an adequate gas venting system should be placed over the well.

Furthermore, if any plugged and abandoned or unrecorded wells are damaged or uncovered during
excavation or grading, remedial plugging operations may be required. If such damage or discovery
occurs, the Division's district office must be contacted to obtain information on the requirements for
and approval to perform remediai operations.

The Vepartment of Conservation’s mission is to protect Californians and their environment by:
Protecting bves and property from eartfiquales and landstides; Ensuring safe mining and oif and gas drilling;
Conserving California’s farmland; and Saving energy and resources ihirough recycling.



Mr. Mr. Jason Roach, California Department of Transportation, District 7
March 13, 2008
Page 2

To ensure proper review of building projects, the Division has published an informational packet
entitled, "Construction Project Site Review and Well Abandonment Procedure” that outlines the
information a project developer must submit to the Division for review. The Department of
Transportation should contact the Division Cypress district office for a copy of the site-review packet.
The local planning department should verify that final building plans have undergone Division review
prior to the start of construction.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Notice of Preparation. If you have questions on our
comments, or require technical assistance or information, please call me at the Cypress district office:
5816 Corporate Avenue, Suite 200, Cypress, CA 90630-4731; phone (714) 816-6847.

Sincerely,

Lol T

Paul Frost

Associate Qil & Gas Engineer

Division of Oll, Gas and Geothermal Resources
District 1



South Coast
Air Quality Management District

' 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178
= (909) 396-2000 - www.aqmd.gov

February 15, 2008

Mr, Ronald Kosinski, Deputy District Director
Division of Environmental Planning
Department of Transportation

100 S. Main Street, MS 16A

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Ms. Kosinsk:

Initiation of Studies:
Freeway Improvements to Interstate 5

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) approciates the opportunity to comment on the above-
mentioned document. The SCAQMD’s comments are recommendations regarding the analysis of potential air quality
impacts from the proposed project that should be included in the draft environmental impact report (EIR). Please send
the SCAQMD a copy of the Draft EIR upon its completion. In addition, please send with the draft EIR all
appendices or technical documents related to the air quality analysis and electronic versions of all air quality
modeling and health risk assessment files. Without a}l files and supporting air quality docwmentation, the
SCAQMD will be unable to complete its review of the air quality analysis in a timely manner, Any delays in
providing all supporting air quality documentation will require additional time for review beyond the end of the

comment period.

Air Quality Analysis

The SCAQMD adopted its California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook in 1993 to assist
other public agencies with the preparation of air quality analyscs. The SCAQMD recommends that the Lead Agency
use this Handbook as guidance when preparing its air quality analysis. Copies of the Handbook are available from the
SCAQMLIY's Subscription Services Department by calling (909) 396-3720. Altematively, the lead agency may wish to
consider using the California Air Resources Board (CARB) approved URBEMIS 2007 Model. This model is available

on the SCAQMD Website at: _www.urbemis.com.

The Lead Agency should identify any potential adverse air quality impacts that could occur from all phases of the
project and all air pollutant sources related to the project. Air quality impacts from both construction (including
demolition, if any) and operations should be caleulated. Construction-related air quality impacts lypically include, but
are not limited 1o, emissions from the use of heavy-duty equipment from grading, earth-loading/unloading, paving,
architectural coatings, off-road mobile sources (e.g., heavy-duty construction equipment) and on-road mobile sources
(e.g., construction worker vehicle trips, material transport trips). Operation-related air quality impacts may include,
but are not limited to, emissions from stationary sources (e.g., boilers), area sources (c.g., solvents and coatings), and
vehicular trips (¢.g., on- and off-road tailpipe emissions and entrained dust). Air quality impacts from indirect sources,
that is, sources that generate or attract vehicular trips should be included in the analysis,

The SCAQMD has developed a methodology for calculating PM2.5 emissions from construction and operational
activities and processes. In connection with developing PM2.5 calculation methodologies, the SCAQMD has also
developed both regional and localized significance thresholds. The SCAQMD requests that the lead agency quantify
PM2.5 emissions and compare the results (o the recommended PM2.5 significance thresholds. Guidance for
calculating PM2.5 emissions and PM2.5 significance thresholds can be found at the following internet address;
http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/PM2_5/PM2 5.html.




Mr. Ronald Kosinski 2. February 15, 2008

In addition to analyzing regional air quality impacts the SCAQMD recommends calculating localized air quality
impacts and comparing the results to localized significance thresholds (1.8T's). LST’s can be used in addition to the
recommended regional significance thresholds as a sceond indication of air quality impacts when preparing a CEQA
document. Therefore, when preparing the air quality analysis for the proposed project, it is recommended that the lead
agency perform a localized significance analysis by either using the LSTs developed by the SCAQMD or performing
dispersion modeling as necessary. Guidance for performing a localized air qualily analysis can be found at

hiyp/Awww.agmd. gov/cegashandbook/ LS T/LS T.htm].

It is recommended that lead agencies for projects generating or attracting vehicular trips, especially heavy-duty diesel-
fueled vehicles, perform a mobile source health risk asscssment. Guidance for performing a mobile source health risk
assessment (“Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risk from Mobile Source Diesel 1dling
Emissions for CEQA Air Quality Analysis”) can be found on the SCAQMIY’s CEQA web pages at the following
internet address: hitp://www.aqmd.gov/cega/handbook/mobile_toxic/mobile_toxie.html. An analysis of all toxic air
contaminant impacts due to the decommissioning or use of cquipment potentially generating such air pollutants should
also be included.

Mitigation Mensures

In the event thal the project generates significant adverse air quality impacts, CEQA requires that all feasible
mitigation measures that go beyond what is required by law be utilized during project construction and operation to
minimize or eliminate significant adverse air quality impacts. To assist the Lead Agency with identifying possible
mitigation measures for the project, please refer to Chapter 11 of the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook for
sample air quality mitigation measures, Additional mitigation measures can be found on the SCAQMI)’s CEQA wceb
pages ai the following internet address: www.agmd.gov/ceqa‘handbook/mitigation/MM _intre.htmi Additionally,
SCAQMD’s Rule 403 — Fugitive Dust, and the Implementation Handbook contain numecrous measures for controlling
construction-related emissions that should be considered for use as CEQA mitigation if not otherwise required. Other
measures to reduce air quality impacis from land use projects can be found in the SCAQMD’s Guidance Document for
Addressing Air Quality Issues in General Plans and YL.ocal Planning. This document can be found at the following
internet address: http://www.agmd. gov/prdas/agguide/aggnide tml. In addition, guidance on sitting incompatibie land
uses can be found in the California Air Resources Board’s Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community
Perspective, which can be found at the following internet address: hup./www.arb.ca.gov/ch/handbook.pdf, Pursuant
to state CEQA Guidelines §15126.4 (a)(1)(D), any impacts resulting from mitigation measures must also be discussed.

Data Sources
SCAQMD rules and relevant air quality reports and data are available by calling the SCAQMD’s Public Information

Center at (909) 396-2039. Much of the information available through the Public Information Center is aiso available
via the SCAQMIY’s World Wide Web Homepage (http./www.aqmd.gov).

The SCAQMD is willing to work with the Lead Agency to ensure that project-related emissions arc accurately
identified, calegorized, and evaluated. Please call Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist, CEQA Section, at
(909} 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding this letter.

Sincerely, .
Slove o,
Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supecrvisor, CEQA Section
Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources

S58:CB:AK
LAC080212-01AK
Control Number




COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

“Creating Community Through People, Parks and Programs”
Russ Guiney, Directer

March 10, 2008

Ron Kosinski, Deputy District Director 3

Division of Environmental Planning g gﬁgﬂ!&@
California Department of Transportation, District 7 HAR 12 208
100 South Main Street, MS 18A

Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: [-5 (I-605 to |-710)

Dear Mr. Kosinski:

NOTICE OF SCOPING / INITIATION OF STUDIES
I-5 CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (1-605 TO 1-710)

The Notice for Scoping/Initiation of Studies for the above project has been reviewed for
potential impacts on the facilites of the Department of Parks and Recreation. The
proposed project will not affect facilities under the jurisdiction of this Department,

Thank you for including this Department in the environmental review process. If we may

be of further assistance, please contact me at (213) 351-5127 or
clau@parks.lacounty.gov.

Sincerely,

Jl

Clement Lau, AICP
Park Planner

Planning and Development Agency » 510 Vermont Ave « Los Angeles, CA 90020 » (213)351-5198



COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective and Caring Service”

%06 SGUTH FREMONT AVENUE
ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA £1303.1331
DEAN D, El"S'l'A'l'![I()!.i, !\cﬁng Director Telephone: (626) 458-5100
hitp://dpw.tacounty gov ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:

P.0. BOX 1460
March 12, 2008 ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91802-1460

IN REPLY PLEASE
REFER TQ FILE: PD"1
Mr. Ronald Kosinski, Deputy District Director gy
Division of Environmental Planning
Depaitment of Traisportation
100 South Main Street, MS 16A
Los Angeles, CA 80012

Dear Mr. Kosinski:

INTERSTATE 5§ FROM INTERSTATE 605 THROUGH THE
INTERSTATE 5/NTERSTATE 710 INTERCHANGE
NOTICE OF SCOPING/INITIATION OF STUDIES

Thank you for your recent letter announcing the initiation of studies for constructing
improvements to the Interstate 5 Freeway between the subject limits, which include
modifications to the Interstate 710 Freeway from State Route 60 to Washington
Boulevard in the unincorporated East Los Angeles area.

We request that your studies address the impacts and incorporate  the
recommendations presented in the Alternative Analysis for the Interstate 5 and
Interstate 710 Interchange (East Los Angeles Mini Study) that was adopted by the
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority's Board of Directors in
June 2006,

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Maged El-Rabaa at {(626) 458-3943.

Very truly yours,

DEAN D. EFSTATHIOU
A(gti_g_kg Director of Public Works

Shai J@b@
-

" SHARI AFSHARI
Assistant Depu\y Director
Programs Development Division

MR.pr

CoY80672/P \pdpub\FederahS TATEWROJECTSV-5 Corridor_ 1-605 16 |-710\scoping_comments.doc

cc: Supervisor Gloria Molina (Englund), Supervisor Don Knabe (Julie Moore)



County of Los Angeles Public Library -
7400 East Imperial Hwy., P.0. Box 7011, Downey, CA 90241-7011 B o8a sl mim o

: T BE
(662) 940-8461. TELEFAX (567) 803-3032 2SR 55 o258

MARGARET DONNELLAN TODD
COUNTY LIBRARIAN

March 10, 2008

Ronald Kosinski, Deputy District Director
Division of Environmental Planning
Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
100 S. Main Street, MS 16A

Los Angeles, CA 80012

NOTICE OF SCOPING/INITIATION OF STUDIES - I-5§ CORRIDOR
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (-605 TO 1-710)

Dear Mr, Kosinski:

This is to respond to your request for comments on the Notice of Scoping/Initiation of
Studies for the above referenced project.

This project will not have an impact on library services.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Malou Rubio at
(562) 940-8450 or Robert Seal at (562) 940-8422.

Sincerely,

Terri Maguire
Chief Deputy County Librarian

TM:DF:MR:MB:d|

UASTAFFSERVICES\DEVELOPER FEEEIR\Notice of Scoping-Intiation of Studies 1-6 Corridor Improvement Project.doc

c: David Flint, Assistant Director, Finance and Planning
Malou Rubio, Staff Services
Robert Seal, Capital Projects
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Attachment H

Federal and State Participating Agency Letter



STATE OF CALIFORNIA-—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND IHOUSING AGENCY ARNOLD SCUWARZENEGGER, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DISTRICT 7, Division of Environmental Planning

100 South Mala Street, Sulte 100

L.OS ANGELES, CA 90012-3606

PHONE (213) 897-0362

FAX (213) 897-0685

TTY (213) 897-4937

Flex your power!
Be Energy efficient!

February 19, 2008

Mr. Kevin Finney File: 07-LA-005

Climate Change Program Director PM6.4-14.9

Coalition for Clean Air I-5 Corridor Improvement
10780 W. Santa Monica Blvd., #210 (1-605 to 1-805)

Los Angeles CA 80025 EA 2159F0-E0

Re: Invitation to Become Participating Agency on Interstate 5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to |-
710) Environmental Impact Statement

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is initiating an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
for the proposed interstate 5 (1-5) Corridor Improvement (I-605 to |-710) Project. Caltrans is acting as NEPA
lead agency under the provisions of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Federal Highway
Administration and the California Department of Transportation concerning the State of California’s
participation in the Surface Transportation Project Delivery Pilot Program.

The 2005 Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU)
Section 6002 is covered by the Pilot Program MOU, and delegates FHWA responsibility under NEPA for
environmental review, consultation, and coordination on this project.

The project consists of widening I-5 to accommodate High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes and/or general
purpose lanes. Depending on the alternative selected, the project may also include reconstruction of the 1-605
and |-710 interchanges. A Major Investment Study (MIS) for the project was completed in July 1998, It
identified a fully standard ten-lane, at-grade facility as the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA). The project
passes through the cities of Santa Fe Springs, Commerce, Montebello, Downey, and East Los Angeles, in Los

Angeles County, Catifornia.

The purpose of the proposed project is to (1) improve level of service during AM and PM peak periods, to
reduce congestion related delays, and enhance safety and mobitity in this segment of the |-5 freeway as
compared to the no-build condition; (2) provide continuity of facilities and capacity on the 1-5 freeway between
the I-605 and 1-710 in Los Angeles County; (3) maintain structural fiexibility in the freeway corridor for
additional future capacity improvements; {4) improve interchange access/egress points and lgvels of service;
(5) improve access to regional transit and HOV facilities; (6) improve mobility on local surface streets
operationally interdependent with the freeway corridor by reducing existing and future congestion on both the
state and local facilities; and (7) explore Transportation System Management (TSM) improvements for the |-5
and parallel arterials.

Your agency has been identified as an agency that may have interest in the project related to your agency's
legislative or regulatory jurisdiction. With this letter, we extend our agency's invitation to be a participating
agency with Caltrans in the development of the EIS for the proposed 1-5 Corridor Improvement Project. The
participating agency designation does not imply that your agency supports the proposal or has any special
expertise with respect to the evaluation of the project.

Pursuant to 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible to identify, as early as practicable,

any issues of concern regarding the potential environmental or sacioeconomic impacts that could substantially
delay or prevent an agency from granting a permit or other approval needed for the project. We suggest that

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”



your agency's role in the development of the EIS for the proposed Interstate 1-5 Corridor improvement Project
should include the following as they relate to your agency's area of expertise:

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project purpose and need, determining the range of
alternatives to be considered, and the methodologies and level of detail required in the alternatives
analysis,

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews as appropriate.

3. Timely review and comment on the pre-Draft and pre-Fina! EISs to reflect the views and concerns of your
agency on the adequacy of the document, alternatives considered, and the anticipated project impacts
and mitigation.

Under Section 8002 of SAFETEA-LU, if your agency is a federal agency and declines to be a participating
agency, your agency must do so in writing by stating:

1. Your agency has no jurisdiction or authority;
2. Your agency has no expertise or information relevant to the project; and
3. Your agency does not intend to comment on the project.

Please respond to Caltrans in writing with the acceptance or denial of this invitation prior to March 21, 2008.
If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the proposed project and participating
agency's roles and responsibilities during the preparation of the EIS, please contact Jason Roach, Associate
Environmental Planner, Caltrans, at 213-897-0357.

Deputy District Director
Caltrans, Division of Environmental Planning

“Caltrans improves mebility across Culifernia ™
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Federal and State Participating Agency Letter
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M Z, UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
B S REGION X
¢ reat® 75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105-3901

March 24, 2008

Ronald Kosinski, Deputy District Directar 2./~
Division of Environmental Planning

California Department of Transportation

100 South Main Street, MS 16A

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: Scoping Commenus and Response (o Participating Agency Request for I-5
Corridor Improvements from Interstate 605 through to Interstate 710, Los
Angeles County, California

Dear Mr. Kosinski:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the February 6, 2008
Notice of Scoping / Initiation of Studies and the February 28, 2008 Federal Register Notice of
Intent (NOI) for the proposed Interstate 5 (I-5) Corridor Improvement Project from the
Interstate 605 (I-605) interchange to the interchange with Interstate 710 (1-710), Los
Angeles County, California. This project is a part of the broader I-5 Corridor Improvement
Project which extends from Interstate 710 to State Route (SR) 91, a length of approximately 16
miles. The nature of the improvements for this segment is to add lanes in each direction,
including high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes and/or general purpose lanes. Additionally, the
project may also include reconstruction of the I-605 and 1-710 interchanges.

The Notice of Scoping indicates that an Environmental Impact Report/Environmental
Impact Statément (BIR/EIS) will be prepared for the project pursuant to the California
civironrnental Quality Ast fZCEQA) and the Nationa! Environmenta! Policy Act (MEPA), The
State of California has assumed responsibilitics under NEPA for this project pursuant to the
Memorandum of Understanding Between the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) Concerning the State of California’s

Farticipation in the Surface Transportation Project Delivery Pilot Program,

Qur comiments at this stage are provided pursuant to NEPA, Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500-1508) and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act.
These comments should be addressed in the preparation of the Draft Environmental Iimpact
Statement (DEIS).

Additionally, Caltrans has requested that EPA become a Participating Agency for the 1-5
Corridor Improvement Project (1-605 to 1-710) in a February 15, 2008 letter (File #7-1LA-5, PM

Printed on Recycled Paper



6.4-14.9, I-5 Corridor Improvement, EA 2159F0-E0). EPA accepts Caltrans’s invitation to
become a "Participating Agency” (as defined in 23 USC 139 Safe, Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU)). We look forward to
working with Caltrans to ensure that the SAFETEA-LU implementation procedures assist both
our agencies in meeling our statutory missions. EPA's participation as a Participating Agency
does not constitute formal or informal approval of any part of this project under any statute
administered by EPA, nor does it limit in any way EPA's independent review of the Draft and
Final EISs pursuant to Section 309 of the Clean Air Act.

EPA appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Notice of Scoping / Initiation of
Studies and Notice of Intent. Once the DEIS is released for public review, please send two hard
copies and, if available, one electronic copy to the address above (mail code: CED-2). We look
forward to participating in the project’s EIS development and reviewing the DEIS. Please feel
free 1o direct any questions you may have concerning our comments to me at (415) 972-3238, or
plenys.thomas@cpa.gov. Thank you in advance for your interest and cooperation.

Sincerely,

T S
érj:l/t' é//z,,/""/w

Tom Plenys

Environmental Review Office

CC: Mark Cohen, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers



EPA comments on the Notice of Scoping / Initiation of Studies and Notice of Intent for the
proposed Interstate 5 (I-5) Corridor Improvement Project from the Interstate 605 {I-605)
interchange to the interchange with Interstate 710 (1-710), Los Angeles County, California

Project Scope

If the completion of the proposed action from I-605 to I-710 triggers the need to improve
additional stretches of I-5, such as a shift of this segment’s congestion bottleneck to north of I-
710, then the project scope may need 1o be expanded, As a result, the NEPA evaluation should
include the full extent of the planned HOV corridor, and how it will operate. The proposed
improvements from 1-605 to I-710 would have independent utility if the intended benefit of
congestion reduction and the intended need of the project could be met independent of any future
planned HOV or general purpose lane expansion on 1-5 south of SR 91 or north of the project
area between I-605 and I-710.

Futare analyses and the DEIS should clearly demonstrate the independent utility of the
project within its current geographic limits as it relates to the need for the project. If the project
need cannot be met without future planned improvements, the scope of the project should be
expanded accordingly, such as including an analysis of future improvements to 1-710, since these
would be considered connected and similar actions (40 CER 1508.25). EPA believes this is the
most effective way to address indirect and cumulative environmental impacts, and also ensures
that a broader scope is applied in the identification and evaluation of project alternatives that
may be less environmentally damaging. Generally, funding or constraints of project staging and
construction should not be used as a basis for segmenting the evaluation of environmental
impacts under NEPA,

Alternatives Analysis

The DEIS should explore and objectively evaluate a range of reasonable alternatives,
including the no action alternative, and briefly discuss the reasons for eliminating some
alternatives from further evaluation (40 CFR 1502.14). The alternatives should explore
opportunities to avoid or minimize adverse environmental impacts while fulfilling the project

purpose.

The DEIS must evaluate the no action alternative as a bench mark against which (o
compare both the performance and environmental consequences of the other project alternatives,
Additionally, expanding the I-5 corridor to provide and enhance HOV access should not preclude
also enhancing transit access, or implementing a comprehensive TSM/TDM plan. We encourage
FHWA and Caltrans to explore the feasibility of implementing more than one of these
alternatives simultancously in the interest of minimizing environmental impacs,

In describing the HOV alternatives, we recommend that the DEIS analyze a range of
HOYV operational parameters and the associated impacts on facility performance, e.g. variations
in the minimum number of passengers in the HOV dedicated lanes and variations in the number



of hours the HOV lane restriction will be in effect. Describe how these operational parameters
might be adjusted to accommodate future increased travel demands.

In exploring the option to enhance transit access, that DEIS should clearly identify what
forms of transit facilities are currently in operation and the plans for future expansion, The DEIS
should identify activities that can be undertaken by Caltrans and FHWA and/or other responsible
agencies to enhance {ransit ridership that will effectively increase overall mobility within and
through the corridor. Again, we strongly encourage THWA and Caltrans to consider
concurrently implementing measures that provide incentives for increased HOV and transit
ridership as a means of decreasing single occupancy vehicle travel.

Air Quality

The DEIS should provide a detailed discussion of ambient air conditions (baseline or
existing conditions), National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), criteria pollutant
nonaltainment areas, and potential air quality impacts of the project (including cumulative and
indirect impacts) for each fully evaluated alternative.

The proposed project is located in the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB). The South Coast
Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) implements local air quality regulations in the
SCAB 1o carry out Federal Clean Air Act (CAA) requirements, as authorized by the EPA. The
current SCAB nonattainment designations under the CAA are as follows: carbonr monoxide -
serious nonaftainment; 8-hour ozone - severe nonattainment; particulate matter with a diameter
of 10 microns or less (PMg) - serious nonattainment; and particulate matter with a diameter of
2.5 microns or less (PMy.s) - nonattainment. The SCAB has the worst 8-hour ozone and PM; s
problems in the nation, and attainment of these NAAQS will require massive reductions from
mobile sources, given the rapid growth in this emissions category and the long lifespan of diesel
engines. Because of the air basin’s nonattainment status, it is important to reduce emissions of
ozone precursors and particulate matter from this project to the maximum extent,

Mobile Source Air Toxics

As EPA has expressed in prior discussions and comment letters to Caltrans and FHWA
on other portions of the I-5 Corridor Improvement Project, we are particularly concerned about
the level of analysis for mobile source air toxics (MSATS) hotspots. EPA believes a robust
MSAT analysis should be undertaken for this project because 1) the project is a potentially large
expansion of an already major freeway; 2) the proposed project is likely in close proximity to
residences and other sensitive receptors, such as schools and hospitals; 3) the project could have
significant health impacts on low-income and minority communities along the corridor; 4) there
is an increasing public awareness of air quality impacts associated with transportation projects,
as reflected in the passage of Proposition 1B, which includes $1 billion in air quality mitigation
measures; and 5) there will likely be further expansions along the 1-5 corridor, so it is important
to establish an appropriate level of analysis. Our primary recommendations for future analyses
and the DEIS include: 1} quantifying the ¢onstruction and operational emissions for MSATS, 2)
conducting dispersion modeling of the most significant MSATs, and 3) identifying hotspats and
appropriate avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation opportunities.



Many studies have measured elevated concentrations of pollutants emitted directly by
motor vehicles near large roadways. These elevated concentrations generally occur within
approximately 200 meters of the road, although the distance may vary depending on traffic and
environmental conditions. Pollutants measured with elevated concentrations include benzene,
polycyelic aromatic hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, black carbon, and coarse,
fine, and ultrafine particles. For a thorough review of near-roadway monitoring studies, see
Section 3.1.3 of EPA’s “Regulatory Impact Analysis: Control of Hazardous Air Pollutants from
Mobile Sources” (February 2007, hitp://www.epa.gov/otag/regs/toxics/fi-ria-sections.htm).

A large number of recent studjcs have examined the association between living near
major roads and different adverse health endpoints. Several well-conducted epidemiologic
studies have shown associations with cardiovascular effects, premature aduit mortality, and
adverse birth outcomes, including low birth weight and size, Traffic-related pollutants have been
repeatedly associated with increased prevalence of asthma-related respiratory symptoms in
children. Also, based on toxicological and occupational epidemiologic fiterature, several of the
MSATS, including benzene, 1,3-butadiene, and diesel exhaust, are classified as known and likely
human carcinogens. Thus, cancer risk, including childhood leukemia, is a potential concern in
near roadway environments. For additional information on MSATS, please see EPA’s MSAT
website hittp://'www.epa.gov/otag/toxics.htm.

Given the significant concerns about adverse health cffects from mobile source pollutants
and the project’s potential for emissions in ¢lose proximity to residential communities and
sensitive receptors, EPA recommends performing an analysis of potential MSAT impacts to
inform decision-making between project alternatives and to inform avoidance, minimization, and
mitigation options. When considering appropriate and useful levels of analysis, EPA
recommends that the lead agency consider the following:

¢ The likelihood of impact and potential magnitude of the effect, including both the
magnitude of emissions and the proximity of the project emissions to potential residentia!
and sensitive receptors, such as schools, hospitals, day care facilities, and nugsing homes;
The severity of existing conditions;

¢ Whether the project is controversial and whether air toxics concerns have been raised by
the public for this project or for other projects in the area in the past;

» Whether there is a precedent for analysis for projects of this type, either under NEPA or
other environmental laws; and

*  Whether the analysis could be useful for distinguishing between alternatives, informing
design changes, and targeting mitigation,

For most transportation projects, EPA generally recommends that the following levels of
analysis be considered (in order of increasing complexity):

I, Qualitative discussion,
2. Quantify cmissions,
3. Toxicity-weight emissions,



4. Dispersion modeling, and
5. Risk assessment.

These analyses are further described in the March 2007 report entitled “Analyzing,
Documenting, and Communicating the Impacts of Mobile Source Air Toxic Emissions in the
NEPA Process” conducted for the American Association of State Highway and Transportation
Officials (AASHTO) Standing Committee on the Bnvironment and funded by the Transportation
Research Board (http://www.trb.org/NotesDocs/25-25(18)_FR.pdf). Procedures for loxicity-
weighting, which EPA has found to be especially useful for the targeting of mitigation, are
described in EPA’s Air Toxics Risk Assessment Reference Library (Volume 3, Appendix B,
beginning on page B-4, hitp://epa.gov/tin/fera/data/risk/vol_3/Appendix_B_April_2006.pdf).
EPA would be happy to work with FHWA and Caltrans to cvaluate the appropriate level of
MSAT analysis for this project,

These recommendations, and the recommendations included in the report for AASHTO
referenced above, differ substantially from the FHWA interim guidance (February 2006) on
MSAT analysis for transportation projects under NEPA. While there are positive elements to
this guidance, especially the willingness to acknowledge potential MSAT concerns, EPA
continues to disagree with major elements of this approach nationally. The analysis of potential
MSAT impacts is especially important in California, where the awareness of air toxics impacts,
the knowledge of background conditions, and the familiarity with tools to assess potential
impacts are very high.

For projects of this type, i.e. those with large potential impacts in an already highly
impacted area, EPA generally recommends a rigorous analysis of MSATS. For additional
information and detailed recommendations on MSAT analysis, please refer to EPA’s February
23, 2007 comment letter on the DEIS for the Interstate 5 Corridor Improvement Project, from
State Route 91 to Interstate 605.

Construction

FHWA and Caltrans should include a Construction Emissions Mitigation Plan for
fugitive dust and diesel particulate matter (DPM) in the EIS and adopt this plan in the Record of
Decision (ROD). EPA recommends the following mitigation measures be included in the
Construction Emissions Mitigation Plan in order (o reduce impacts associated with emissions of
PM and other toxics from construction-related activities:

Recommendations:

Due to the serious nature of the PM g and PM, 5 conditions in the SCAB, EPA
recommends that the best available control measures (BACM) for these pollutants be
implemented at all times and that the Final EIS and ROD incorporate the Construction
Emissions Mitigation Plan. We recommend that all applicable requirements under
SCAQMD Rules and the following additional measures be incorporated into a
Construction Mitigation Plan.



Lugitive Dust Source Controls:

Stabilize open storage piles and disturbed areas by covering and/or
applying water or chemical/organic dust palliative where appropriate, This
applies to both inactive and active sites, during workdays, weekends,
holidays, and windy conditions.

Install wind fencing and phase grading operations where appropriate, and
operate water trucks for stabilization of surfaces under windy conditions.
When hauling material and operating non-earthmoving equipment, prevent
spillage and limit speeds to 15 miles per hour (mph). Limit speed of earth-
moving equipment to 10 mph.

Mobile and Stationary Source Controls:

Reduce use, trips, and unnecessary idling from heavy equipment,
Maintain and tune engines per manufacturer’s specifications to perform at
EPA certification levels and to perform af verified standards applicable to
retrofit techniologies. Employ periodic, unscheduled inspections to limit
unnecessary idling and to ensure that construction equipment is properly
maintained, tuned, and modified consistent with established specifications.
Prohibit any tampering with engines and require continuing adherence to
manufacturers recommendations

If practicable, lease new equipment meecting the most stringent of
applicable Federal or State Standards (see table:

http://arb.ca. gov/msprog/ordiesel/documents/Off-
Road%20Diesel%208tds xls). In general, only Tier 2 or newer engines
should be employed in the construction phase, given the scale of the
construction project and the high background levels of pollutants in the
area.

Utilize EPA-registered particulate traps and other appropriate controls
where suitable to reduce emissions of diesel particulate matter and other
pollutants at the construction site.

Administrative controls:

Identify all commitments to reduce construction emissions and update the
air quality analysis to reflect additional air quality improvements that
would result from adopting specific air quality measures.

Identify where implementation of mitigation measures is rejected based on
economic infeasibility.

Prepare an inventory of all equipment prior to construction and identify
the suitability of add-on emission controls for each piece of equipment
before groundbreaking. (Suitability of control devices is based on: whether
there is reduced normal availability of the construction equipment due to
increased downtime and/or power output, whether there may be significant
damage caused to the construction equipment engine, or whether there
may be a significant risk to nearby workers or the public.)



» Utilize cleanest available fuel engines in construction equipment and
identify opportunities for electrification. Use low sulfur fuel (diesel with
15 parts per million or less) in engines where alternative fuels such as
natural gas are not possible.

* Develop a construction traffic and parking management plan that
minimizes traffic interference and maintain traffic flow.

* Identify sensitive receptors in the project area, such as children, elderly,
and infirm, and specify the means by which you will minimize impacts to
these populations, For example, locate construction equipment and staging
zones away from sensitive receptors and {resh air intakes to buildings and
air conditioners,

Transportation Conformity

The DEIS should demonstrate the project is included in a conforming transportation plan
and a transportation improverment program. The DFEIS should ensure that the emissions from
both the construction and the operational phases of the project conform to the State
Implementation Plan, and do not cause or contribute to violations of the NAAQS.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

The State of California has increased its focus on potential climate change and impacts of
increasing greenhouse gas emissions. Specifically, the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006
and Executive Order 8-3-05 recognize the impact that climate change can have within California
and provide direction for future reductions of greenhouse gases. EPA recommends that, as
practicable, the DEIS identify the cumulative contributions to greenhouse gas emissions that will
reselt from implementation of the project. In addition, we recommend that the DEIS discuss the
potential impacts of climate change on the project. Finally, the DEIS should identify if there are
specific mitigation measures needed to 1) protect projects from the effects of climate change, 2)
reduce the projects’ adverse air quality effects, and/or 3) promote pollution prevention or
environmental stewardship.

Environmental Justice

Executive Order 12898 addresses Environmental Justice in minority and low-income
populations, and the CEQ has developed guidance concerning how to address Environmental
Justice in the environmental review process (http://ceq.ch.doe. gov/nepa/regs/ej/justice.pdf). The
DEIS should include a description of the area of potential impact used for the environmental
justice impact analysis and provide the source of the demographic information. The DEIS
should identify whether the proposed alternatives may disproportionately and adversely affect
low-income or minority populations in the surrounding arca and should provide appropriate
mitigation measures for any adverse impacts. The following are additional, specific steps EPA
recommends for an adequate analysis of environmental justice impacts for a project of this
nature. These recommendations reflect comments EPA previously made on the DEIS for the I-5
segment between 1-605 and SR 91.



* Define the potential environmental justice concerns, which is the first step in an
environmental justice analysis, Include a discussion of any environmental justice issues
raised during the scoping meetings. Also briefly discuss the key issues where
environmental justice is potentially a concern, such as relocation, air quality, noise,
vibration, access (o property, pedestrian safety, etc.

* Define the reference community, which, combined with defining the affected community,
is the second analysis step. This is a critical step since the definitions are used to analyze
whether there are disproportionately high and adverse hurnan health or environmental
impacts by comparing the impacts to the affected population with the impacts to the
reference community. For this project, the reference population could be defined as Los
Angeles County, or potentially, a greater area of Southern California. The DEIS should
briefly summarize the affected community and reference community.

* Thirdly, determine whether there are disproportionately high and adverse impacts, as
detailed in CEQ’s “Environmental Justice: Guidance Under the National Environmental
Policy Act” by considering the following three factors to the extent practicable for each
of the identified potential environmental justice concerns:

(8) Whether the health effects, which may be measured in risks and rates,
are significant (as employed by NEPA), or above generally accepted
norms. Adverse health effects may include bodily impairment, infirmity,
illness, or death; ,
(b) Whether the risk or rate of hazard exposure by a minority population
or low-income population to an environmental hazard is significant (as
employed by NEPA) and appreciably exceeds, or is likely to appreciably
exceed, the risk or rate to the general population or other appropriate
comparison group; and
{c) Whether health effects occur in a minority population or low-income
population affected by cumulative or multiple adverse exposures from
environmental hazards.

* Accurately disclose whether or not the project will result in a disproportionate and
adverse impact on minority or low-income populations. Ensure this conclusion is
reported consistently throughout the DEXS. If a potential environmental justice issue has
been identified, the DEIS should clearly state whether, in light of all of the facts and
circumstances, a disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental
impact on minority populations or Jow-income populations is likely to result from the
proposed action and any alternatives. This statement should be supported by sufficient
information for the public to understand the rationale for the conclusion,

¢ Briefly summarize the findings, provide a reference to other relevant sections of the
document which describe the specific impacts in greater detail (such as the noise and air
quality sections), and comment on whether or not there is an environmental justice
impact for those potential environmental justice concerns which are discussed in detail in
other sections of the document.



* Propose appropriate mitigation if disproportionately high and adverse human health or
environmental impacts on minority populations or low-income populations are likely to
result from the proposed action and any alternatives.

Cumulative Impact Analysis

Cumulative impacts are defined in CEQ’s NEPA regulations as the impact on the
environment that results from the incremental impact of the action when added to the other past,
present, and reasonably foresceable future actions, regardless of what agency (Federal or non-
Federal) or person undertakes such actions (40 CFR 1508.7). These actions include both
transportation and non-transportation activities. The cumulative impact analysis should consider
non-transportation projects such as large-scale developments and approved urban planning
projects that are reasonably foreseeable and are identified within city and county planning
documents.

The cumulative impact analysis should describe the “identifiable present effects” to
various resources attributed to past actions. The purpose of considering past actions is to
determine the current health of resources. This information forms the baseline for assessing
potential cumulative impacts and can be used to develop cooperative strategies for resources
protection (CEQ's Forty Most Frequently Asked Questions #19). In particular, the DEIS should
identify the impacts of proposed projects on other segments of I-5 that have undergone or will
undergo environmental review.

Future analyses for this project should include a thorough cumulative impact assessment.
The analysis should include a complete list of reasonably foreseeable actions, including non-
transportation projects. EPA recommends the use of published cumulative impact guidance
released by Caltrans. This guidance can be found at
[http:/fwww.dot.ca.gov/ser/cumulative_guidance/purpose.htm].

Water and Wetlands Resources

The project may involve the discharge of dredged or fill material into jurisdictional
wetlands and waterways. Discharges of dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S. require
authorization by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) under Section 404 of the Clean
Waler Act (CWA)., The Federal Guidelines at 40 CFR Part 230 promulgated under CWA
Section 404 (b)(1) provide substantive environmental criteria thal must be met to permit such
discharges into waters of the United States. These criteria require a permitted discharge to: (1)
be the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative (LEDPA); (2) avoid causing or
contributing to a violation of a State water quality standard; (3) avoid jeopardizing a federally
listed species or adversely modifying designated critical habitat for a federally listed species; (4)
avoid causing or contributing (o significant degradation of the waters of the United States; and
(5) mitigate for unavoidable impacts to waters. A fully integrated DEIS that adequately
addresses these criteria would facilitate the CWA Section 404 permit review process. EPA
recommends integrating NEPA and CWA Section 404 requircments in the development of the
DEIS.
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This project may mect the criteria for coordination under the April 2006 National
Environmental Policy Act and Clean Water Action Section 404 Integration Process for Federal
Aid Surface Transportation Projects in California Memorandum of Understanding (NEPA/404
MOU). The NEPA/404 MOU includes specific agreement points to assist in developing the EIS
and involves active participation in meetings and document reviews, Tt applies to transportation
projects that have five or more acres of permanent impacts to waters of the United States and
require BIS preparation. We encourage FHWA and Caltrans to contact the NEPA/404 signatory
agencics onge more information about the potential impact to waters of the United States is
available so that the agreement points can be addressed as early as possible in the EIS process.

Waters Assessment

The waters assessment should be of an appropriate scope and detail (o identify sensitive
arcas or aquatic systemns with functions highly susceptible to change. EPA also recommends the
following in the DEIS for the assessment of existing conditions and environmental consequences
of each proposed alternative:

* Include the classification of waters and the geographic extent of waters and adjacent
riparian areas.

* Characterize the functional condition of walers and adjacent riparian areas.

* Describe the extent and nature of stream channel alteration, riverine corridor continuity,
and buffered tributarics.

* Include wildlife species affected that could reasonably be expected to use waters or

associated riparian habitat and sensitive plant taxa that are associated with waters or

associated riparian habitat,

Analyze the potential flood flow alteration,

Characterize the hydrologic linkage to any impaired water body.

Analyze the potential water quality impact and potential effects to designated uses,

Address techniques proposed for minimizing surface water contamination due to

increased runoff from additional impervious surfaces.

s ¢ & B

Avoidance and Minimization Measures

To demonstrate compliance with CWA Guidelines, Caltrans and FHW A must explore
on-site alternatives to avoid or minimize impacts to specific waters. Typically, transportation
projects can accomplish this by using spanned crossings, arched crossings, or oversized buried
box culverts over drainages to encourage continuity of sediment transport and hydrological
processes and wildlife passage.

The DEIS should include a complete systematic analysis for drainage crossings which
identifies and prioritizes the potential for improvements to the aquatic system and for wildlife
use at each crossing.  Additionally, the DEIS should identify measures and modifications to
avoid and minimize impacts to water resources, Temporary and permanent impacts to waters of
the U.S. for each alternative studied should be quantified; for example, number of stream
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crossings impacted, acres of waters impacted, etc. For each alternative, the DEIS should report
these numbers in table form for each impacted water and wetland feature.

12
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

March 21, 2008

Mz. Ronald Kosinski

Deputy District Director

District 7, Division of Environmental Planning
State of California Department of Transportation
100 South Main Street, Suite 100 ’

Los Angeles, CA. 90012-3606

Dear Mr, Kosinski:

I am responding to your February 19, 2008, Jetter to Raymeond Orbach, U.5. Department
of Energy, which invited the Department to be a participating agency in the development
of an enviroymental impact statement for the proposed I-5 Corridor Improvement Project.

Thank you for your interest in the Departoment of Energy's par cipation. We decline this
invitation because the Department (1) has no jurisdiction ot anthority with respect to the
project, (2) bas no expertise or information relevant to the project, and (3) does not intend
to submit commentis on the project.

Please direct any questions to me at 202-586-4600.

Sincerely,

(el Baaphron)

Carol Borgstrom
Director
Office of NEPA Policy and Compliance



United States Department of the Interior

U, & GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
Reston, VA 20192

In Reply Refer To:
I\I}Iail Stop 423 MAR 1 4 2008

ER 08-230

Ronald Kosinski  (sl—

Calirans Division of Environmental Planning
100 South Main St., Suite 100

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3606

Subject: Invitation to Become a Participating Agency on Interstate 5 Corridor Improvement
Project (I-605 to 1-710) Environmental Impact Statement

Drear Mr. Kosinski:

This is in response 1o your letter dated February 19, 2008 to Willie Taylor, Director of the Office
of Environmental Policy and Compliance, requesting that the U.S. Department of Interior serve
as a participating agency on the subject environmental impact statement. The U.S, Geological
Survey (USGS) declines the request to be an official participating agency for this NEPA activity.
The basis of this decision is that the USGS has no official jurisdiction or authority with respect to
the project or the natural resowrces that may be affected by the proposed action. However, the
USGS as part of our mission is a source of scientific data and expertise concerning the natural
resources of the project area.

If you have any questions concerning our decision, you can contact me at (703) 648-4423. For
information concerning the natural resources of the project area, contact Michael Shulters,
Director of the USGS California Water Science Center, at (916) 278-3026.

Sincerely,

i

T e
e e T
T B e
James I, Devine

znior Advisor for Science Applications

Copies to:
DOI Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
USGS California Water Science Center



Jonathan_D_Snyder@fws.go To jason_roach@dot.ca.gov

\'i
cc Ken_Corey@fws.gov, Scott_Sobiech@fws.gov
02/27/2008 10:04 AM S y@fws.g @fws.g

Subject Participating Agency Request for I-5 Corridor improvement
Project (I-605 to I-713) in Los Angeles County. |n Reply
Refer to FWS-LA-07B0025-08FAQ033

Jason,

This electronic mail responds to your written request, received on October 10, 2007, for our agency to
become a participating agency as defined under the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). Based on the information you provided, it appears that
the project runs through an urbanized area and will not impact federally listed species, their critical
habitat, or other sensitive biological resources. Therefore, consistent with Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU,
we respectfully decline your invitation because we have no authority or expertise with respect to your
project, and we do not intend to submit comments. If you have any questions, please contact Jonathan

Snyder of this office at (760) 431-3440, extension 307.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Snyder

U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service
6010 Hidden Valley Road
Carlsbad, CA 92011

(760) 431-9440 x307
jonathan_d_snyder@fws.gov



County of Los Angeles
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICE

713 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION
LOS ANGELES, CALIFGRNIA 20012
[213) 974-1101
hitp:froen.lacounty.oov

WILLIAM T FUNOKA

Chiaf Executive Officer

March 21, 2008

Mr. Ronald Kosinski, Deputy District Director
California Department of Transportation
District 7, Division of Environmental Planning
100 South Main Street, Suite 100

l.os Angeles. CA 90012-3606

Dear Mr, Kosinski:

INTERSTATE 5 CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

Board of Supervisors
GLORIA MOLINA
First District
YYONNE B, B8URKE
Seconu District

ZEV YAROSLAVSEKY
Third District

DON KNABE
Fourth District

MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Fifth District

Thank you for your recent letter requesting our participation in the development of an Environmental
fmpact Statement for the proposed Interstate 5 Corridor Improvernent Project from interstate 605 to

Interstate 710. We are pleased to accept your invitation,

Mr. Maged El-Rabaa ot the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works will be available to
assist with coordinating any issues related to this project on behalf of the County. You may contact
Mr. El-Rabaa ar (626) 458-3943, or via e-mail at melrabaa@dpw.iacounty.gov, or at the following

address:

Mr. Maged Ei-Rabaa, Senior Civit Engineer
County of L.os Angeles
Department of Public Works
Programs Development Division
P Q. Box 1460
Alhambra, CA 81802-1460

WILLIAM T FUJIOKA
Chief Executive Officer

LARI 8
Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Community and Municipal Services

WTFLS
MR:.os

¢ Supervisor Gloria Molina, First Supervisorial District
Supervisor Don Knabs, Fourih Supervisorial District
Dean D, Efstathiou, Acting Director of Public Works

1-6 Cnridor mprovement Projacl_Ronald Kosinski dog

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Cafing Service”



F.C. Cheung, P.E. BACIELL Dan [, Miller
ch:l‘;li(:cr ;::;ng(;u Indusiry & éﬁ-ﬁ- ’gﬁ Manager, $pecial Projects

0TS < 79
ph. {509} 8796264 L bl (091 7. 6255
1\{?“‘;9?’:?‘ Frank Beard
Admimstratian Tr h i

tiag Trach Supervisor

ph, (09) 879.6256 ph, {909; §79-6612

March 11, 2008

Mr. Ronald Kosinski

Deputy District Director

Caltrans, Division of Environmental Planning
100 South Main Street, Suite 100

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3606

RE: Invitation to Become Participating Agency on Interstate 5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 (o
1-710) Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Mr. Kosinski:

Please refer to your letter of Febroary 19, 2008 inviting UPRR to participate in the development of the EIS
for the proposed Interstate -5 Corridor Improvement Project.

This is to advise that we wiil participate in your study if it is determine that the improvement will affect our
operations and properties. In this regard, please provide us with plans that depict the limit o f'the
construction if you have them available.

Sincerely,

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD  Engineering Department 19100 Slover Ave, Bloomington, CA 92316  fx. (909} 879-628%



MWD
METROPGLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN GALIFORNIA

Executive Cffice

March 20, 2008 Via E-mail and Mail

Mr. Jason Roach

Associate Environmental Planner

California Department of Transportation
District 7, Division of Environmental Planning
100 South Main Street, Suite 100

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3606

Dear Mr. Roach:

Invitation to Become Participating Agency on :
Interstate 5 Corridor Improvement Project (1-605 to 1-710) Environmental Impact Statement

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (Metropolitan) received an invitation to
become a participating agency on the Interstate 5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to 1-710)
Environmental Impact Statement (Project). The California Department of Transportation,
District 7 (Caltrans) is acting as the Lead Agency under the National Environmental Policy Act
for this Project. The Project proposes to widen Interstate 5 to accommedate high occupancy
vehicle lanes and/or general purpose lanes. The Project includes improving service during AM
and PM peak periods to reduce congestion, provide facilities and capacity continuity between
freeways, maintain structural flexibility for future capacity improvements, and improve high
occupation vehicle facilities access and mobility on local surface streets. This public notice also
identified Metropolitan as an agency that may have interests due to our legislative and/or
regulatory jurisdiction, and has invited Metropolitan to be a participating agency in the
development of the Project’s environmental analysis. This letter contains Metropolitan’s
response to the Public Notice as a potentially-affected public agency.

Metropolitan has reviewed the invitation letter and has comments as a Responsible Agency
under the California Environmental Quality Act. In light of the fact that your agency is
undergoing federal environmental review, Metropolitan is responding to this notice per Section
1506.2 of the President’s Council on Environmental Quality Implementation Guidelines for
interacting with nonfederal agencies. We reviewed the project description of the Project to
determine the proximity of our facilities within the project area. We have determined the
following facilities, which we own and operate, are within the proposed project areas:

700 N. Alarmeda Sfreet, Los Angeles, California 90012 - Mailing Address: P.0. Box 54153, Los Angeles, California, 900540153 « Telephone: {213} 217-6000



Mr. Jason Roach
Page 2
March 20, 2008

» The Middle Feeder, a 72-inch-inside-diameter steel pipeline which runs in a north-
easterly to southerly direction along Vail and Garfield Avenue, intersects the project area.

* The Lower Feeder, a 77-inch-inside-diameter steel pipeline which runs in a westerly to
castetly direction along Imperial Highway and Downey Norwalk Road, intersects the
project area.

» The South Coast Feeder, a 48-inch-inside-diameter precast concrete pipeline which runs
in a northerly to southerly direction along Woodruff Avenue, is near the southern portion
of the project area,

We are concerned with potential impacts to these facilities associated with future excavation,
construction, utilities or any redevelopment that may occur as a result of proposed activity under
the proposed Project. Development and redevelopment associated with the proposed Project
must not restrict any of Metropolitan’s day-to-day operations and/or access to its facilitics. Nor
can the Project affect the water quality of Metropolitan supplies by allowing for non-compatible
land uses.

In order to avoid potential conflicts with Metropolitan's rights-of-way, we require that any design
plans for any activity in the area of Metropolitan's pipelines or facilities be submitted for our
review and written approval. Approval of the Project where it could impact Metropolitan’s
property should be contingent on Metropolitan’s approval of design plans for the Project.
Detailed prints of drawings of Metropolitan's pipelines and rights-of-way may be obtained by
calling Metropolitan’s Substructures Information Line at (213) 217-6564. To assist in preparing
plans that are compatible with Metropolitan’s facilities, easements, and properties, we have
enclosed a copy of the "Guidelines for Developments in the Area of Facilities, Fee Propertics,
and/or Easements of The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.” Please note that
all submitted designs or plans must clearly identify Metropolitan’s facilities and rights-of-way.

Additionally, Metropolitan encourages projects within its service area (o include water
conservation measures. While Metropolitan continues to build new supplies and develop means
for more efficient use of current resources, projected population and economic growth will
increase demands on the current system. Water conservation, reclaimed water use, and
groundwater recharge programs are integral components to regional water supply planning.
Metropolitan supports mitigation measures such as using water efficient fixtures, drought-
tolerant landscaping, and reclaimed water to offsct any increase in water use associated with the
proposed project.



Mer. Jason Roach
Page 3
March 20, 2008

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input to your planning process and we look forward to
receiving future environmental documentation on this Project. If we can be of further assistance,
please contact Ms, Brenda S. Marines at (213) 217-7902.

Very teuly yours,

Delaine W, Shane
Manager, Environmental Planning Team

BSM/bsm

(Public Folders/EPU/Letters/13-MAR-08A. doc - Jason Roach, Invitation Letter, Intesstate 5 Corridor Improvement)

Enclosure:  Planning Guidelines
Map



800¢ yoiey

i oy oy
Fa F ey £
e B g n 33
S B e ”..‘.u..r...rm. G ST - \M. —
L = : = N ﬂmhﬁmom 3
; 4 i
o
i
m SO ST V) IS
; = EO0-9ELC ARG YLL -
g it 220¢ TYTHLVN
& S3pBUY 91 IVIE USA P
W IR B[ B 4FUDODN N MO
o LR ypiind P 07 00+ oS oL
G e EOIRT o MDY A FEID OIS DTN IS
Y Bl byt v B . PG IOTTRI ST
Wgw AR 1”33 umrwoi Jwd iFed _wmx ¥R BT ADY
; SSETOMTHIENLY PN B 3 SR TEE2e
W 3R MOE] R

xRN A
BE-I002] SO OS2 STF

e, T el i

[£-5:82] 00'Co+s 05

. KL
) .&Mww — 7 m f
T

Zieay e
#atuy 531 3NV3L0SM
SIESLI0 O gr
W TSI T
23378

6251 0N MDY}
00 DY WOLLVLS:
sy
Ja0EI SPOLE YN 2
£361 OETIVISNG |
TURIEBERT [
WY AR A
QIETRET- BI0RSED

T T-000 oo/ po+927 4,

e

il g

uonedo 10aloid EmEgoEE_ 10pLIIC) § F1RISIDIU| BYy] pue
SN}IdEY BILIOH[RD UIBYINOS JO 121ISIQ 4318 uelijodosiapy ay ]|




Guidelines for Developments in the
Area of Facilitiesz Fee §rogert%esi and/or Lasemants
-of The Metropolitan Water Digtrict of Southerm California

1. Introduction

a. The tollowiﬁg general gulidelines should be

followed for the design of proposed facilities and
developments in the area of Metropolitan's facilities, fee

properties, and/or easements.

i b. We require that 3 copies of your tentative and

| final record maps, grading, paving, street improvement,

E landscape, storm drain, and utility plans be submitted

: for our review and written ampproval as they pertain to
Metropolitan's facilities, fee properties and/or
easements, prior to the commencement of any construction

work.

2. Plans, Parcel and Tract Maps

The following are Metropolitan's reguirements for the
identification of its facilities, fee properties, and/or
eagements on your plans, parcel maps and tract maps:

a. Metropolitan's fee properties and/or easements and
its pipelines and other facilities must be fully shown and
identified as Metropolitan's on all applicable plans.

b, Metropolitan's fee properties and/or easements
must be shown and identified as Metropolitan's with the
official recording data on all applicable parcel and

tract maps.

c. Metropolitan's fee properties and/or easements
and existing survey monuments must be dimensionally tied
to the parcel or tract boundaries.

d. Metropolitan's records of surveys must be
referenced on the parcel and tract maps.

e . i



Maintenance of Access Along Metropolitan's Rights-of-waz

a. Proposed cut or f£i1] slopes exceeding 10 percent
are normally not allowed within Metropolitan's fee
properties or easements. This is required to faciljitate the
use of construction and maintenance equipment, and provide
access to its aboveground and belowground facilities,

b. We require that 1l6-foot-wide comercial~type
driveway approaches ba constructed on both sides of all
Streets crossing Metropolitapn's rights~of-way. Openings
are required in any median island. Access ramps, if
hecassary, must be at least lé-feat-wide. Grades of ramps
are normally not allowed to exceed 10 percent., If the slope
of an access ramp must exceed 10 percent due to the
topography, the ramp must be paved. We regquire a
40-foot-long level arsa on the driveway approach to access
ramps where the ramp meets the street. At Metropolitan's
fes properties, we may require fences and gates.

c. The terms of Metropolitan's permanent easement
deeds normally preclude the building or maintenance of
structures of any nature or kind within its eamements, to
ensure safety and avoid interference with operation and
maintenance of Metropolitan's pipelines or othar facilities.
Metropolitan must have vehicular access along the eagements
at all times for inspection, patrolling, and for maintenance
of the pipelines and other facilities on a routine basis.

We require a 20-foot-wide clear zone around all above-ground
facilities for this routine access. This clear zone should
slope away from our facility on a grade not to exceed

2 percent. We must also have access along the easements

‘with construction equipment. An example of this is shown on

Figure 1,

d. The footings of any proposed buildings adjacent to
Metropolitan's fee properties and/or easements must not
encroach into the fee property or easement or impose
additional loading on Metropolitan's pipelines or other
facilities therein, A typical situation is shown eon
Figure 2. Prints of the detail plans of the footings for
any building or structure adjacent to the fee property or
easement must be submitted for our review and written
approval ag they pertain to the pipeline or other facilities
therein. Also, roof eaves of buildings adijacent to the
easement or fee property must not overhang into the fae
property or easement area.



e. Metropolitan's pipelines and other facilities,
e.g. structures, manholes, equipment, survey monuments, etc.
within its fee properties and/or easements must be protected
from damage by the easement holder on Metropolitan's
propaxrty or the property owner where Metropolitan has an
casement, at no expense to Metropolitan. If the facility is
a cathodic protection station it shall be located prior to
any grading or excavation. The exact location, description
and way of protection shall be shown on the related plans .
for the easement area.

Easements on Metropolitan's Property

2. We encourage the use of Metropolitan's fae rights-
of~way by governmental agencies for public street and
utility purposes, provided that such use does not interfere
with Metropolitan's use of the property, the entire width of
the property is accepted into the agency's public street
system and fair market value is paid for such use of the
right-of-way.

b. Please contact the Director of Metropolitan's
Right of Way and Land Division, telephone (213) 250-6302,
concerning easements for landscaping, street, storm drain,
sewexr, water or other public facilities proposed within
Metropolitan's fee properties. A map and legal description
of the requested easements muet be submitted., Also, written
evidence must be submitted that shows the city or county
will accept the easement for the specific purposes into its
public system. The grant of the easement will be subject to
Metropolitan's rights to use jits land for water pipelines
and related purposes to the same extent as if such grant had
not been made., There will be a charge for the easement.
Please note that, if entry is required on the property prior
to issuance of the easement, an entry permit must be
obtained. There will alsc be a charge for the entry permit.

Landscaping

Metropolitan's landscape guidelines for its fee
properties and/or easements are as follows:

a. A green belt may be allowed within Metropolitan’'s
fee property or easement.

b. All landscape plans shall show the location and
size of Metropolitan's fee property and/or easement and the
location and size of Metropolitan's pipeline or other
facilities therein.



c. Absolutely no trees will be allowed within 15 feet
of the centerline of Metropolitan's existing or future
pipelines and facilities.

a. Deep-rooted trees are prohibited within
Metropolitan's fee properties and/or easements. Shallow-
rooted trees are the only trees allowed. The shallow~-rooted
trees will not be permitted any closer than 15 feet from the
centerline of the pipeline, and such trees shall not be
taller than 25 feet with a root spread no greater than
20 feet in diameter at maturity., Shrubs, bushes, vines, and
ground cover are permitted, but larger shrubs and bushes
should not be planted directly over our pipeline. Turf is
acceptable., We require submii:tal of landscape plans for
Metropolitan's prior review and written approval. {(See

Figure 3).

8. The landscape plans must contain provisions for
Metropolitan's vehicular access at all times along its
rights~of-way to its pipelines or facilities therein.
Gates capable of accepting Metropolitan's locks are
required in any fences across its rights-of-way. Also,
any walks or drainage facilities across lts access route
nust be constructed to AASHTO H-20 loading standards,

f. Rights to landscape any of Metropolitan's fee
properties must be acquired from its Right of Way and
Land Division. Appropriate entry permits must he obtained
prior to any entry on its property. There will be a charge
for any entry permit or easements required.

Fencing

Metropolitan requires that perimeter fencing of its fee
properties and facilities be constructed of universal chain
link, 6 feet in height and topped with 3 strands of barbed
wire angled upward and outward at a 45 degree angle or a&n
approved equal for a total fence height of 7 feet. Suitable
substitute fencing may be considered by Metropolitan.
{(Please see Figure 5 for details),

Utilities in Metropolitan's Fee Proggrties and/or Easementg
or Adjacent to Itsg ipeline in Pu ¢ Streets

Metropolitan's policy for the alinement of utilities

- permitted within its fee properties aznd/or easements and

street rights-of-way is as follows:



a., Permanent structures, including catch basins,
manholes, power poles, telephone riser boxes, etc,, shall
not be located within its fee properties and/or easements.

b, We request that permanent utility structures
within public streets, in which Metropolitan's facilities
are constructed under the Metropolitan Water District
Act, be placed as far from our pipeline as possible, but
not closer than 5 feet from the outside of ocur pipeline,

¢. The lnstallation of utilities over or under
Metropolitan'’s pipeline(s) must be in accordance with the
requirements shown on the enclosed printe of Drawings
Nos, €~11632 and C-9547. Whenever possible we request a
minimum of one foot clearance between Metropolitan's pipe
and your facility. Temporary support of Metropolitan's
pipe may also be required at undercrossings of its pipe
in an open trench. The temporary support plans must be
reviewed and approved by Metropolitan.

d. Lateral utility crossings of Metropolitan's
pipelines must be as perpendicular to its pipeline
alinement a&s practical, Prior to any excavation our
pipeline shall be located manually and any excavation
within two feet of our pipeline must be done by hand.
This shall be noted on the appropriate drawings.

e. Utilities constructed longitudinally within
Metyopolitan's rights-of~-way must be located outside the
theoretical trench prism for uncovering its pipeline and
nust be located parallel to and as close to lts rights-
of-wvay lines as practical.

£. When piping is jacked or installed in jacked
casing or tunnel under Metropolitan's pipe, there must be
at least two feet of vertical clearance between the
bottom of Metropolitan's pipe and the top of the jacked
pipe, jacked casing or tunnel. We also require that
detail drawings of the shoripg for the jacking or
tunneling pite be submitted for our review and approval,
Provisions must be made to grout any veids around the
exterior of the jacked pipe, jacked casing or tumnel. If
the piping is installed in a jacked casing or tunnel the
annular space between the piping and the jacked casing or
tunnel must be filled with grout.



g. Overhead electrical and telephone line
regquirements:

1} Conductor clearances are to conform to the
California State Public Utilities Commission, General
Order 95, for Overhead Electrical Line Construction or
a2t & greater clearance if required by Metropolitan,
ggd;r no cireumstances shall clearance be less than

et ,

2) A marker must be attached to the power pole
showing the ground clearance and line voltage, to help
prevent damage to your facilities during maintenance or
other work being done in the area.

3) Line clearance over Metropolitan's fae
properties and/or easements shall be shown on the
drawing to indicate the lowest point of the line
under the most adverse conditions including
consideration of say, wind load, tempearature change,
and support type, We require that overhead lines be
located at least 30 feet laterally away from all
above~ground structures on the pipelines.

4) When underground electrical conduits,
120 volts or greater, are installed within
Metropolitan's fee property and/or easement, the
conduits must be incased in a minimum of three inches
of red concrete. Where possible, above ground warning
signs must also be placed at the right-of-way lines
where the conduits enter and exit the rightwofeway.

k. The construction of sewerlines in Metropolitan's
fee properties and/or easements must conform to the
California Department of Health Services Criteria for the
Separation of Water Mains and Sanitary Services and the
local City or County Health Code Ordinance as it relates to
installation of sewers in the vicinity of pressure
waterlines, The construction of sewarlines should also
conform to these standards in street rights-of- wvay,

3 Cross sections shall be provided for all pipeline
crossings showing Metropolitan's fee property and/or
easement limits and the location of our pipeline(s). The
exact locations of the crossing pipelines and their
elevations shall be marked on as-built drawings for our

information,



J. Potholing of Metropolitan's pipeline is required
if the vertical clearance between a utility and
Metropolitan's pipeline ig indicated on the plan to be one
foot or less. If the indicated clearance is between one and
two feet, potholing is suggested, Metropolitan will provide
& representative to assists others in locating and
identifying its pipeline., Two-working days notice is
requested,

K. Adequate shoring and bracing is required for the
full depth of the trench when the excavation encroaches
within the zone shown on Figure 4.

1, The location of utilities within Metropolitan's
fee propexty and/or easement shall be plainly marked to
help prevent damage during maintenance or other work done
in the area. Detectable tape over buried utilities
should be placed a minimum of 12 inches above the utility
and shall conform to the following requirements:

1) Water pipeline: A two-inch blue warning
tape shall be imprinted with:

"CAUTION BURIED WATER PIPELINE"

2) Gas, 0il, or chemical pipeline: A
two~inch yellow warning tape shall be imprinted

with:
*CAUTION BURIED PIPELINE"

3) Sewer or storm drain pipeline: A
two-inch green warning tape shall be imprinted with:

"CAUTION BURIED PIPELINE"

4) Electric, street lighting, or traffic
signals conduit: A two-inch red warning tape shall

be imprinted with:
“CAUTION BURIED CONDUIT*

5) Telephone, or television conduit: A
two~-inch orange warning tape shall be imprinted

with:
"CAUTION BU#IED . coNpoIT



m, Cathodic Protection requirements:

1) 1f there is a cathodic protection station
for Metropolitan's pipeline in the area of the proposed
work, it shall be located prior to any grading or
excavation, The exact location, description and manner
of protection shall be shown on all applicable plang,
Please contact Metropolitan's Corrosion Engineering
Section, located at Matropolitan's F, E. Weymouth
Softening and Filtration Plant, 700 North Moreno
Avenue, La Verne, California 91750, telephone (714)
593~7474, for the locations of Metropolitan's cathodic

protection stations,

2) 1f an induced-current cathodic protection
system is to be installed on any pipeline crossing
Metropolitan's pipeline, please contact Mr, Wayne E,
Risner at (714) 593-7474 or (213) 250-5085. He will
review the proposed system and determine if any
conflicts will arise with the existing cathodic
protection systems installed by Metropolitan.

3) Within Metropolitan's rights-—of-way,
pipelines and carrier pipes (casings) shall be coated
with an approved protective coating to conform to
Metropolitan's requirements, and shall be maintained in
a neat and orderly condition as directed by Metropolitan.
The applicaticon and monitoring of cathodic protection
on the pipeline and casing shall conform to Title 49 of
the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 195.

4) If a steel carrier pipe (casing) is used:

(a) Cathodic protection shall be provided
by use of a sacrificial magnesium anode (a sketch
showing the cathodic protection details can be
provided for the designers information).

(b) The gteel carrier pipe shall be
protected with a coal tar enamel coating inside
and out in accordance with AWWA C203 specification.

n. All trenches shall be excavated to camply with the
CAL/OSHA Construction Safety Orders, Article 6, beginning
with Sections 1539 through 1547. Trench backfill shall be
placed in B8-inch lifts and shall be compacted to 95 percent
relative compaction (ASTM D698) across roadways and through
protective dikes, Trench backfill elsewhere will be
compacted to 90 percent relative compaction (ASTM D698).



o. Control cables connected with the operation of
Metropolitan's system are buried within streets, its fee
properties and/or easements. The locations and elevations
of these cables shall he shown on the drawings. The
drawings shall note that prior to any excavation in the
arez, the control cables shall be located and measures
shall be taken by the contractor to protect the cables in

place,

. Metyropolitan 1s a member of Underground Service
Alert (USA). The contractor (excavator) shall contact
USA at 1-800-422-4133 (Southern California) at least 48
hours prior to starting any excavation work. The contractor
will be liable for any damage to Metropolitan's facilities
ags a result of the construction.

Paramount Right

Facilities constructed within Metropolitan's fee
properties and/or easements shall be subject to the

‘paramount right of Metropolitan to use its fee properties

and/or easements for the purpose for which they were
acquired. Tf at any time Matropolitan or its assigns
should, in the exercise of thelr rights, find it necessary
to remove any of the facilities from the fee properties
and/or easements, such removal and replacement shall be at
the expense of the owner of the facility.

Modification of Metropolitan's Facilities

When a manhole or other of Metropolitan's facilities
must be modified to accommodate your construction or recons-
truction, Metropolitan will modify the facilitieg with its
forces. This should be noted on the construction plans, The
estimated cost to perform this modification will be given to
you and we will require a deposit for this amount before the
work is performed. Once the deposit is received, we will
schedule the work. Our forces will coordinate the work with
your contractor. Our final billing will be based on actuazl
cost incurred, and will include materials, construction,
engineering plan review, inspection, and administrative
overhead charges calculated in accordance with Metropolitan's
standard accounting practices. If the cost is less than the
deposit, a refund will be made; however, if the cost exceeds
the daposit, an invoice will be forwarded for paymant of the

additional amount.
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Drainage

a, Residential or commercial development typically
increases and concentrates the peak storm water runoff as
well as the total yearly storm runoff from an area, thereby
increasing the requirements for storm drain facilities
downstream of the development. Also, throughout the year
water from landscape irrigation, car washing, and other
outdoor domestic water uses flows into the storm drainage
system resulting in weed abatement, insect infestation,
obstructed access and other problems, Therefore, it ig
Metropolitan's usual practice not to approve plans that show
discharge of drainage from developments onto its fee
properties and/or easements,

b. If water must be carried across or discharged onto
Metropolitan's fee properties and/or essements, Metropolitan
will insist that plans for development provide that it be
carried by closed conduit or lined open channel approved in
writing by Metropolitan. Also the drainage facilities must be
maintained by others, e.g., city, county, homeowners association,
etec. If the development proposes changes to existing drainage
features, then the developer shall make provisions to provide
for replacement and these changes must be approved by Metropolitan

in writing.

Construction Coordination

During construction, Metropolitan's field representative
will make periodic inspections. We reguest that a stipulation
be added to the plans or specifications for notification of
Mr, of Metropolitan's Operations Services Branch,
telephone (213) 250~ » a4t least two working days prior to
any work in the vicinity of our facilities.

Pipeline Loading Restrictions

a, Metropolitan's pipelines and conduits vary in
structural strength, and some are not adeguate for
AASHTO H~20 loading. Therefore, specific loads over the
specific sections of pipe or conduit must be reviewed and
approved by Metreopolitan, However, Metropolitan's pipelines
are typically adequate for AASHTO H-20 loading provided that
the cover over the pipeline is not lesas than four feet or
the cover is not substantially increased. If the temporary
cover over the pipeline during construction is between three
and four feet, equipment must restricted to that which



13,

14.
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imposes loads no greater than AASHTCO H-10. If the cover is
between two and three feet, equipment must be restricted to
that of a Caterpillar D-4 tract-type tractor. If the cover
is less than two feet, only hand equipment may be used.
Also, if the contractor plans to use any equipment over
Metropolitan's pipeline which will impose loads greater than
AASHTO H-20, it will be necessary to submit the specifications
of such equipment for our review and approval at least one
week prior to its use. More restrictive requirements may
apply to the loading guideline over the San Diego Pipelines
1l and 2, portions of the Orange County Feeder, and the
Colorado River Aqueduct. Please contact us for loading
restrictions on all of Metropolitan's pipelines and

conduits,

b. The existing cover over the pipeline shall be
maintained unless Metropolitan determines that proposed
changes do not pose a hazard to the integrity of the
pipeline or an impediment to its maintenance.

Blasting

a, At least 20 days prior to the start of any
drilling for rock excavation blasting, or any blasting, in
the vicinity of Metropolitan's facilities, a two-part
preliminary conceptual plan shall be submitted to
Metropolitan as follows: '

b. Part 1 of the tonceptual plan shall include a
complete summary of proposed transportation, handling,
storage, and use of explosions.

Cc. Part 2 shall include the proposed general concept
for blasting, including controlled blasting technigues and
controls of noise, fly rock, sirblast, and ground vibration.

CEQA Requirements
a, When Environmental Documents Have Not Been

Prepared

1) Regulations implementing the California
Environmental Quality Act {CEQA) require that
Metropolitan have an opportunity to consult with the
agency or cohsultants preparing any environmental
documentation., We are required to review and consider
the environmental effaects of the project as shown in
the Negative Declaration or Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) prepared for your project before committing

Metropolitan to approve your request.
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, 2) In order to ensure compliance with the
regulations implementing CEQA where Metropolitan is not
the Lead Agency, the following minimum procedures to
ensure compliance with the Act have been established:

a) Metropolitan shall be timely advised of
any determination that a Categorical Exemption
applies to the project. The Lead Agency is to
advise Metropolitan that it and other agencies
participating in the project have complied with
the requirements of CEQA prior toc Metropolitan's
participation.

k)  Metropolitan is to be consulted during
the preparation of the Negative Declaration or
EIR,

Q) Metropeolitan is to review and submit any
necessary comments on the Negative Declaration or
draft EIR,

d) Metropolitan is to be indemnified for
Any costs or liability arising out of any
violation of any laws or regulations including but
not limited to the California Environmental.
Quality Act and its implementing regqulations.

b. When Environmental Documents Have Been Prepared

If environmental documents have been prepared for your
project, please furnish us a copy for our review and files
in a timely manner so that we may have sufficient time to
review and comment. Yhe following steps must also be

accomplished: -

1) The Lead Agency is to advise Metropelitan
that it and other agencies participating in the project
have complied with the requirements of CEQA prior to
Metropolitan's participation,

2) You must agree to indemnify Metropolitan, its
officers, engineers, and agents for any costs or
liability. arising out of any violation of any laws or
regulations including but not limited to the California
Environmental Quality Act angd its implementing regulations,

Metropolitan's Plan-Review Cost

a. An engineering review of your proposed facilities
and developments and the preparation of a letter response



16,

giving Metropolitan's comments, requirements and/or approval
that will require 8 man-hours or less of effort is typically
performed at no cost to the developer, unless a facility
must be modified where Metropclitan has superior rights, If
an engineering review and letter response regquires more than
8 man-hours of effort by Metropolitan to determine if the
proposed facility or development is compatible with its
facilities, or if modifications to Metropolitan's manhole(s)
or cother facilities will be required, then all of
Metropolitan's costs associated with the project must be
paid by the developer, unless the developer has superior

rights,

b. A deposit of funds will be required from the
developer before Metropolitan can begin its detailed
engineering plan review that will exceed 8 hours. The
amount of the required deposit will be determined after a
cursory review of the plans for the proposed development.

o, Metropolitan's final billing will be based on
actual cost incurred, and will include engineeying plan
review, inspection, materials, construction, and
administrative overhead charges calculated in accordance
with Metropolitan's standard accounting practices. If the
cost is less than the deposit, a reafund will be made;
however, if the cost exceeds the deposit, an invoice will be
forwarded for payment of the additional amount. Additional
deposits may be required if the cost of Metropolitan's
review exceaeds the amount of the initial deposit.

Cauvtion

We advise you that Metropolitan's plan reviews and
responses are based upon information avallable to
Metropolitan which was prepared by or on behalf of
Metropolitan for general record purposes only. Such
information may not be sufficiently detailed or accurate for
your purposes. No warranty of any kind, either express or
implied, is attached to the information therein conveyed as
to its accuracy, and no inference should be drawn from
Metropolitan's failure to comment on any aspect of your
project. You azre therefore cautioned to make such surveys
and other field investigations as you may deem prudent to
assure yourself that any plans for your project are correct.
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17. Addiciona) Information

Should you reguire additional information, please contact:

Su
Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California
P.O. Box 54153 '
Los Angeles, California 950054-0153
{213) 217-6000

JEE/MRW/1k
Rev, January 22, 1989
Encl,
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Scoping Meeting Newspaper Notice



Environmental Scoping Notice
Seeking public comment on plans
for constructing improvements on
Interstate 5 between Interstate 605

and Interstate 710,

| End Projoct’, ..

e LG
| Begin Project E}‘?ﬁ’%‘

What is Being Planned?

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), District 7,
and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) are proposing to
widen Interstate 5 (-5) to accommodate additional lanes in both
directions of -5, Depending on the altemative selected, the project
may also include modifications to the 1-605 and 1-710 interchanges.
The proposed project will require additional right-ofway.

Why This Notice?

Caltrans is formally initiating studies for this project. Based on
preliminary plans, the resulting environmental document is anticipated
to be an Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Study
{EIR/EIS).

Your Invelvement

The purpose of this public scoping notice is to selicit comments from
public agencies, private entities, and interested individuals regarding
potential social, economic, and environmental issues related to the
project. The scoping notice also cnsures that these parties are involved
early in the environmental planning process. If you would like to be
added to the project mailing list, please send your name and address to
the contact below.,

Scoping Meeting

A scoping meeting has been scheduled regarding the proposed project.
This meeting will be held on February 17, 2008 at the City of
Coramerce City Council Chambers, 2535 Commerce Way,
Commerce, CA 90040, The meeting will be held between 6pm and
Spm.

Contact
Please submit your written comments to;
Mr. Ronald Kosinski, Deputy District Director
Division of Environmental Planning
CALTRANS
100 Scuth Main Street, MS 16A
Los Angeles, CA 90012
RE: I.5 (1-605 to [-710)
If you have any questions regarding this project, please contact Jason
Roach at {213) 897-0357.

Thank you for your interose!




Attachment K

Scoping Meeting Sign-in Sheets
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Attachment L

Scoping Meeting Handout



i

Lltrans
I-5 Corridor Improvement Project 1-605 to I-710
Scoping Meeting Agenda
Wednesday, February 27, 2008

City of Commerce Council Chambers

e  Welcome / Overview of Meeting

- Introduction to the I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to I-710)

- Meeting Purpose (solicit early public involvement)

e Scoping Process Overview
- Background Information
- The Study Corridor
- Alternatives
- Environmental Studies

e Public/Agency Comments
- Comment Cards
- Roving microphone to collect comments

e Concluding Comments/Informal Q&A with Caltrans staff

e Meeting Adjournment

Estimated Timeline
Scoping Summary Report Spring 2008
Develop Preliminary Alternatives Summer 2008
Develop Technical Studies Summer 2009
Conduct Value Analysis Fall 2009
Circulate Draft EIR/EIS Spring 2010
Project Approval Spring 2011
Start Construction Summer 2015

For more project information please visit the project website at:

http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/travel/projects/I-5/




I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to 1I-710)

COMMENT CARD
Name: Date:
Address: Phone:
City: State: Zip: E-mail:
O Please add me to your notification list [0 I support the project

O Please Explain...

LU My concerns are...

Please submit comment card during the workshop or mail to: Ron Kosinski, Deputy District Director — Division of
Environmental Planning - 100 South Main Street, Mail Stop 16A - Los Angeles, CA 90012. Please submit your Comment
Cards by March 24, 2008.

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

California Department of Transportation, District 7
Attn: Ron Kosinski

Deputy District Director

Division of Environmental Planning

100 South Main Street, Mail Stop 16A

Los Angeles, CA 90012



Attachment M

Public Meeting Officer Script



I-5 Corridor Improvement Project: 1-607 to 1-710
Scoping Meeting Format

Wednesday, February 27, 2008

Agency Meeting: 2:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Public Meeting: 6:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

SCRIPT
Brief announcement before we begin (evening meeting only) — anyone needing Spanish translation, please

be advised that an interpreter is available. Please see the gentleman at the back of the room and he will
provide you with the translation equipment. Thank you.

Good afternoon/evening, welcome to the scoping meeting for the I-5 Corridor Improvement Project. | am
Laura Muna-Landa, the public outreach consultant for Caltrans and will be facilitating this meeting. This
meeting will focus only on the proposed freeway improvements to the Interstate 5 from Interstate 605 to
the Interstate 710 in Los Angeles County. If you would like information about other portions of the [-5,

please visit Caltrans’ website at www.dot.ca.gov/district7. The proposed project consists of possibly

widening the |-5 to accommodate additional lanes in both directions. Depending on the alternative
selected, the project may also include modifications to the 1-605 and the I-710 interchanges. The proposed
construction will improve both traffic circulation of the mainline and access to the freeway from

surrounding cities.

This scoping meeting is being held to ensure that the concerns of the public are discovered early in the
process and incorporated into the environmental analysis. Scoping is conducted to solicit public comments
and to provide for the early involvement of elected officials, government agencies, interested organizations
and individuals. Your comments are encouraged regarding potential social, economic, community, traffic,
and environmental issues related to this project. Any opinions pertaining to these issues are welcome, and

will be carefuily considered.

This scoping period and meeting was publicized through a notice mailed to a database of over
residents, businesses and public agencies. Copies of the scoping notice were placed

(any locations???} near and around the project area. Display

advertisements were also placed in four area newspapers.



Today’s/tonight’s scoping meeting is being held in accordance with requirements identified by the California
Environmental Air Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The purpose
of this meeting is solely to take your comments on the proposed project. The purpose of this meeting is
NOT to respond to questions or issues raised, ONLY to take your comments. | will repeat that again, the
purpose of this meeting is NOT to respond to questions or issues raised, ONLY to take your comments.
All comments received will become part of the project record and will provide valuable input to our
environmental and design staff. In a few minutes, we will begin the portion of the meeting where it will be
your opportunity to provide verbal comments. For your convenience, | will be moving throughout the
room to provide you with a microphone to use. Please use the microphone as we have someone take
notes on your comments and an audible voice will assist her with this effort. Additionally, please be advised
that we are recording this meeting to ensure the accuracy of your comments. Before providing your
comments, please clearly state your name and if you represent an agency or organization or if you are a
resident. Please be mindful of other people wishing to speak and limit your comments to three minutes.
(For night meeting only — we have the use of these council chambers until 8:00 p.m.) If you are not
comfortable speaking publicly or wish to submit your comments in writing, this is an acceptable method as
well,  You may submit written comments to the gentleman at the registration desk. We also have
comment cards that you may complete and leave at the registration desk. [f you prefer to submit your
comments at a later date, please be advised that the comment period will close on March 24, 2008 at the
close of business. Please submit written comments to Mr. Ron Kosinski, Deputy District Director, Division
of Environmental Planning, Department of Transportation (Caltrans) at 100 South Main Street, Mail Stop
[6A, Los Angeles, CA 90012. This contact information is also on the comment card. Please also use the
comment card to add your name, address, email and other contact information to the project database.

The project database will be used to invite you to future meetings and provide project updates.

Throughout this project, Caltrans will strive to work cooperatively with all interested parties in an effort to
exchange ideas and to ensure that all factors are considered, and that a mutually acceptable project is

constructed. The Department welcomes your ongoing participation in this endeavor.

Throughout the remainder of the year, the draft environmental document for this project will be

developed. Caltrans will continue to keep you apprised of this project through the distribution of project



newsletters and through the Caltrans website. Additional community meeting and opportunities to

comment will be provided throughout the process.

And now, | would like to introduce, Ron Kosinski, Deputy District Director who will provide some brief

comments. After Mr. Kosinski's comments, we will begin taking your comments. Thank you.



Attachment N

Comments Cards Received at the Scoping
Meeting
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Attachment O

Letters and Comment Card Received Post
Scoping Meeting



Metropolitan Transportation Authority One Gateway Plaza 213.922.2000 Tel
tos Angeles, CA goo12-2052 metro.net

Metro

March 21, 2007

Ronald Kosinski

Deputy District Director

Division of Environmental Planning
Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
100 5. Main Street, MS 16A

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to 1-710) Comments

Dear Mr. Kosinsli:

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) attended
both the Agency Scoping Meeting and Public Scoping Meeting for the I-5 Corridor
Improvement Project (1-605 to I-710) at the City of Commerce City Council
Chambers on February 27, 2008. Our agency is overseeing the 1.710 EIR/EIS
Corridor Project and has some concerns due to the overlap of the project areas at the
I-5 and I-710 interchange. The purpose of this letter is to formally submit Metro’s

corments.

The first concern relates to traffic modeling efforts. One of the purposes of the 1-5
Corridor Improvement Project is to provide continuity of facilities and capacity on
the I-5 freeway between I-605 and the I-710 freeways. As a result, Metro’s primary
concern with regards to traffic modeling efforts is that the I-5 Project and the 1-710
Project both use the same figures to avoid a potential disconnect between the two
projects. Specifically, Metro’s concerns related to traffic modeling for the 1.5
Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to I-710) are:

» What agency’s figures will be used?

» Will the modeling segregate car trips from truck trips?

»  With regards to goods movement, how many TEUs are being considered in the
baseline model?

o  Who will be the consultant doing the modeling?

» Wil other agencies be invited to submit input with regards to the figures or
assurnptions used {agencies such as Metro and the Ports, for example)

‘The second item of concern to Metro is public outreach in the vicinity of the 1.710
interchange. Two communities in the vicinity of the interchange have conflicting
concerns on some issues for the [-5 Corridor Improvement Project {I-605 to 1-710) in
the area surrounding the I-710 interchange. The two communities, for example, do
not agree on issues such as the missing connectors and the design of the HOV lane,
As a result, Metro wants to be proactive and address these issues before scoping
begins for the I-710 EIS/EIR Corridor Project later this year.



»

-

I-5 Corridor Iraprovement Project (1-605 to 1-710) Comments
March 21, 2008
Page 2

Staff from your office and Metro have met to discuss outreach issues for the two
projects and charted a preliminary course of action going forward. Itis our
understanding that Caltrans’ public cutreach consultants are only under contract
through December 2008. As a result, Metro wants to ensure that Caltrans’ and
Metro’s public outreach consultants work together to present the two projects as
seamlessly as possible to the affected communities.

If you have any questions, please call me at {213) 922-2567.
Regards,

Hohondo M

Gerardo Alvarez

Cc: Ernest Morales (Metro)
Roy Choi {Metro)
Jason Roach (CALTRANS)



Robert C. Fierro
Mayor

Tina Baca Del Ric
Mayor Pro Tem

Joe Aguilar
Councilmember

Hugo A. Argumedo
Councilmember

Rosalina G. Lopez
Councilmember

2535 Commerce Way

Commerce, CA 80040

Phone:323#722#4805
Fax:323»868684 1

City of Com

nierce

March 19, 2008

Mr. Ronald Kosinski, Deputy District Director
Division of Environmental Planning
CALTRANS

100 South Main Street, MS 16A

Los Angeles, California 90012

Re: City Comments on |-5 (1-605 to I-710)

Dear Mr. Kosinski:

Below are comments from the City of Commerce which we believe your agency
should consider and address as part of the scoping and preparation of the
EIREIS for the proposed project. The City of Commerce believes that
throughout this project a key objective to consider should be a commitment to
public health and wellness and the project should be analyzed with this in mind.
Please note these comments reflect our concerns based on previous studies.
Community participation and input is vital to this process. The City encourages a
frequent and up-to-date dialogue with your agency as it is our desire fo insure
that all stakeholders in the community are fully informed throughout this process.
fn addition, the City reserves the right to make future comments regarding its
concerns as the project scope develops.

Many of these comments were originally raised by the 1-710 Community
Advisory Committee as part of the 1-5/1710 Alternative Analysis completed in
2005. This analysis was based on earlier work (the Major Corridor Study for
the 710 Freeway) completed in 2004. At the time the Major Corridor Study was
released, both Commerce and East Los Angeles requested additional study of
the I-5/1-710 interchange. The recommendations were approved by City
Council in April 2008,

1. Make sure that full and complete communication is maintained with the |-
710 Local Advisory Committee (LAC) regarding all aspects of the
proposed project (from initial feasibility, to environmental review, and
implementation/construction). Provide the [-710 LAC with a complete
status and update on a regular basis. At all phases of the project, identify
all items needing local consensus or approval with a clear communication
of the action needed and deadline for such response. In addition, all
project information, including technical studies, should be made available
in Spanish.

“Where Quality Service Is Our Tradition™



Letter to Mr. Ronald Kosinski, Deputy District Director
March 19, 2008
Page 2

2. The community suffers tremendously from existing road and rail facilities
in the area. These environmental health impacts are well documented.
There is community-wide concern about health impacts caused by any
increases in roadway capacity given current residents close proximity to
roads, railroads, and vehicular pollution. The proposed EIR/EIS for the
project should include a Health Risk Assessment detailing the cumulative
effects within our community of this added pollution.

3. ldentify and fully study air pollution impacts to all sensitive receptors in the
city. This includes identifying the health affects at local schools and parks
focusing on respiratory iliness including asthma.

4. ldentify and mitigate all construction-related impacts including but not
limited to businesses impacted by construction activity i.e. disruptions to
business activities as well as impacts to air quality and noise generated
by construction activity and equipment. Develop a program to mitigate
such impacts including signage and access for businesses affected by
construction, utilize clean air technology for the construction equipment
including noise attenuation devices including best management practices.

5. The EIR/EIS study should perform a comprehensive socioeconomic
impact study including a cost benefit analysis analyzing the potential loss
of property values, and determine whether the health threats outweigh the
benefits. The environmental study should look at noise impacts,
economic development impacts, public health impacts, traffic and safety
impacts, congestion and mobility induced impacts, and community
resources including parks and environmental justice considerations. The
growth inducing impacts of the project should be analyzed.

6. The proposed EIR/EIS should take into account all reasonably
foreseeable future projects (both public and private) and assume them as
background to the project for the purposes of all environmental analysis.

7. In addition to applicable federal, state, and county-wide standards, project
impacts must be analyzed taking into account any and all applicable focal
standards/thresholds.

8. Eliminate the connectors from the 1-5/1-710 interchange. The
construction of these connectors would result in significant impacts to
existing right-of-way. However, they are estimated to serve only about
200 vehicles/hour in the PM peak {based on earlier projections from your
agency). Therefore, since they do not serve any significant traffic



Letter to Mr. Ronald Kosinski, Deputy District Director
March 19, 2008
Page 3

volumes, it was recommended they not be constructed. By eliminating
the connectors from the proposed improvements to the 1-6A4-710
interchange, several other geometry improvements can stil be made
avoiding all property impacts in Commerce. Currently, there is an
alternate connector from the I-710 north to the I-5 south via Bandini
Boulevard to Garfield.

9. In the future, any improvements that propose the realignment of the
existing connecters between the -5 and 1710 must be presented back to
the 1-710 Tier 1 LAC and the City of Commerce for review in order to
provide an alternative recommendation, if necessary.

10. Project alternatives i.e. double decking, raised HOV lanes should clearly
identify the nature of the impacts on the community from noise, to air
quality and aesthetics.

11. Provide a full traffic analysis identifying all trips generated by the project,
especially those related to the movement of goods in the area. This
includes the identification of the type, route, and ultimate destination of
the vehicle trips and their effects on local traffic.

12. Provide details on all proposed HOV lanes ie. number, geometry,
access.

13. Improve all arterial intersections between the 1-710 and [-5 freeways.

14. What are the impacts to both private and public property including existing
street grid and alignments including Telegraph Road and Washington {{o
name a few)?

15. What are the impacts to our primary arterials based on any closures or
modifications to interchanges?

16. How will future Caltrans improvements fo other freeways in the vicinity,
including 1-710 and Freeway 60, impact the proposed project?

17. The EIR/EIS should identify all project alternatives including mass transit
and increased ridership as well as specific projects (both rail and bus
projects including the proposed MTA Gold Line Eastside Connection, and
Greenline to name a few) and analyze each within the scope of
sociveconomic impact.  Fully study these alternatives fo meet the
objectives of increased mobility and fully mitigate significant impacts.



Letter to Mr. Ronald Kosinski, Deputy District Director
March 19, 2008
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18. Elements of the proposed project, including sound walls and bridge/ramp
design (to name a few), should be designed to reflect a high degree of
architectural and aesthetic sensibility. Areas adjacent to ramps shouid
incorporate lush landscaping and decorative hardscape, while sound
walls and bridge/ramp structures should be designed with architectural
features/elements to enhance and celebrate the community’s identity.

18. The City is impacted by current storm water runoff and drainage from the
existing freeway. The EIR/EIS must take this into account and propose
mitigations to address this issue.

Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Iy
/ur’///ﬁ&q??/&f{(\ ‘f/’/{(&

Tina Baca Del Rio
Mayor



Eric R. Gordillo
5506 E. Village Drive
Commerce, CA 90040-1534

March 23, 2008

Mr. Ronald J. Kosinski /4 _
Deputy District Director

Division of Environmental Planning
CALTRANS

100 Main Street MS 16A

Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Interstate 5 expansion project (I-605 to 1-710)

Dear Mr. Kosinski:

Thank you for the opportunity to state my concerns regarding the Route 5 expansion
project as described at the scoping meeting in the City of Commerce council chambers on
February 27, 2008. Since you stated at the scoping meeting that questions would not be
answered and to only state our concemns, the following are my concems regarding the
Route 5 expansion project:

[ 'am opposed to any geometric alignment that does not minimize the impacts on
residents, and residential and commercial properties.

I 'am concerned that Caltrans has not disclosed any project design details regarding the
above referenced expansion project, even though Caltrans engineers have been working
on the project design for months, perhaps even years, Caltrans’ failure to disclose project
design details hinders one’s ability to evaluate the project impacts and hampers the
environmental impact evaluation process.

I am concern that Caltrans will not make an effort to achieve environmental justice as
part of its mission and thereby ignore Presidential Executive Order 12898, Caltrans’ own
Community Impact Assessment handbook states that “various community groups must be
involved early during the project development process, ideally when transportation plans
are being developed at the regional level, well before the official public hearings are held
for specific projects as required by environmental laws.” Yet I am not aware of any
outreach programs as described in Caltrans’ handbook or any disclosure of project
development details.

Page 1 of 4



I am concerned that Caltrans’ Route 5 expansion project will displace residents. The
residential turnover in the City of Commerce is low compared to surrounding cities and I
am concern that Caltrans will not find or develop reasonable comparable housing within
the City of Commerce for displaced residents.

I am concerned that local businesses, which are a source of revenue for the City of
Commerce, will be displaced without adequate compensation to the businesses or
compensation to the City of Commerce for the lost of business revenue,

I'am concerned the Caltrans’ Route 5 expansion project will adversely impact the local
streets” level of service (LOS) and that Caltrans will not improve the LOS of the local
streets, but merely be complacent by maintain the existing LOS.

I'am concerned about the proposed southbound Route 5 hook off-ramp that terminates
directly into the five point intersection (Atlantic Ave., Telegraph Rd., Goodrich Blvd.,
Ferguson Dr and Triggs St.) will cause additional traffic delays on local strects.

I am concerned about the lane configuration and width of the proposed new Atlantic
Avenue Overcrossing structure and the disruption of traffic during the construction phase.
The Atlantic Avenue structure provides a vital link for the community.

I am concern about the lack of a Class 11 bike lane along Telegraph Road which is a
primary route that leads to the Rio Hondo River and San Gabriel River Class I bike paths.

I am concern about the lack of connectively to the Citadel that Caltrans created when it
demolished the Gaspar Avenue POC. This was an important link to the Citadel and
transit bus stops that were located on Telegraph Road near the Gaspar Avenue POC.

I'am concerned about the about wear and tear the local streets may be subjected to if and
when Caltrans detours freeway traffic on to local streets during construction. 1 believe
pavement surface deflection tests should be measured before and after completion of the
project and that Caltrans compensate the City of Commerce for any cxcessive wear to the
local streets.

F'am concerned about the noise impacts and the mitigating measures for said impacts.

Fam concern that Caltrans will not provide architecturally aesthetically pleasing sound
walls and instead propose bland looking block sound walls.

I'am concerned about the health risk impacts and believe that Caltrans is obliged to
perform a health risk assessment study.

I am concerned about the adverse depreciation affect the Route 5 expansion project will
have on the existing homes that are not taken for the expansion project. Caltrans’
proposal to shift the centerline of Route 5 approximately 100 feet to the south will
adversely impact property values and it is only proper for Caltrans to compensate
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homeowners for any econormic injury. For many minorities, whom are fortunate to be
homeowners, their homes are there only asset with the potential for appreciation and
Caltrans’ Route 5 expansion project will be devaluing their property values, This is truly
environmental injustice.

Ilive on Village Drive and our existing beautiful strect will not be the same when
Caltrans takes 12 to 13 homes on Village Drive. My wift states the street is going fo be
“ugly” since we would be looking at bland block sound wall instead of a beautifully
outlined street. Caltrans must compensate those homeowners whose properties are
depreciated due to the expansion project.

I am concerned that if the Route 5 expansion project proceeds, it would create an unfair
shared burden to the City of Commerce residents and businesses, impacting health,
increase noise and pollution levels, disrupting small business and diminishing their
viability, decreasing property values, and creating severe impacts and economic injury.

In closing, I believe my concerns are reasonable and must be satisfactorily addressed as
conditions of project approval to offsct environmental impacts on the affected residents
and businesses. Furthermore, [ believe Caltrans is obliged to address these concerns to
the satisfaction of those affected.

Sincerely,

Eric R, Gordillo

Cec: U.S. Congressional Representative - 34rd District
Lucille Roybal-Allard
Roybal Federal Bldg.
255 E. Temple St., #1860
Los Angeles CA 90012
(213) 628-9230

State Scnator - 30th District
Ron Calderon

12440 E. Imperial Hwy #125
Norwalk CA 90650

(562) 929-6060
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State Assembly Member - 50th District

Hector de 1a Torre
8724 Garfield Ave,
South Gate CA 90280
(562) 9277-1200

L.A. County Official
Supervisor - 1st District
Gloria Molina

Board of Supervisors
4801 E Third St.

Los Angeles CA 90022
(213) 881-4601

City of Commerce Council
Tina Baca Del Rio

Joe Aguilar

Robert C. Fierro

Hugo A. Argumedo
Rosalina G. Lopez

Bob Zarrilli
Alex Hamilton

Page 4 of 4



. RV

?J“M/v] 8 ’?«00% o

 Qodd Vel Dep Wbl sk
__,gl\\\[\e o ot @erov\m%r{ Pan muj B
Cﬂ,,m)tb

oo v n/\m,«, % \w) \(,,A L

;‘:7 T\" MUCJ[\ \/c, wi(ic'm BN 9 \H’\ ."euﬂw

] / t7 lﬂc f{,b e L:\/ MC‘F a/kkf h(‘) L2, "?7

a Cbb&—\,\»—\,@,(\ A1 H‘(’, i DT }W?CLV\.CJ”




f’ Py
/M\ . /; /'5'”"/.4’ S AT / ,T),s-/f’/-/‘f"?f Df‘w’ 77)'{‘1“- 73
; e !:f) /Ji.l/// i e 57760 ) /Aefj./vvv'/ur?

P Bed s s “

ot e )/ f/f;?/u—t' ‘) f///tS/é:‘w‘/Jj et ‘.
[ b T g
LA A oy

- I fz e
ey - / ;)F/"" e "/j o/
T e R R sy )
FHestmi i1 020y /o
e - b///nb/f S
PR P / AT

' 7 “'-"‘)’ vy S
ya ﬂ’ﬂ)& //z' JH (7 "
(k P S 7 E AL C e FOT p CensT o
Vs d 7 /‘ VS & Lo Y '7 Py % /7,/ frf Sy
/ &, AN A
//’j.f”’if‘i’ -
() Mrs. Jvg i, Long

—_r 3546 )5 V:H:si,L,Dr
Y i Angeles, CA 90040



Name: MCU\‘\O: C:)cfha \ 0 Date: OAX=RXT-08
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L] Please add me to your notification list L1 I support the project

[ ] My comments are...
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Please submit comment card during the workshop or mail to: Ron Kosinski, Deputy District Director — Division of
Environmental Planning - 100 South Main Street, Mail Stop 16A - Los Angeles, CA 90012, Please submit your Comment
Cards by March 24, 2008.



Attachment P

Digital Recording of Scoping Meeting



